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A Diſcourſe of Patronage, 


An enquiry into the Original of th? Evangelical Miniftry, and 


the State of the Primitive Churches. 
[| herein, as unſeaſonable, when they conſider that one chief argu- 

ment uſed to withdraw the People from Communion with the Pa- 
rochial Clergy, is this Allegation [_** That they are many of them pre- 
© ſented, by ſuch Patrones as were themſelves utterly ignorant of the 
© {tate of the Pariſhes to which they collated; whileſt the People were 
©not called, no, nor permitted to enquire into the qualifications of the 
* Perſons preſented; or ſuffered to enter their juſt exceptions in bar 
© of their admiſſion, if they knew them unfit to. be their ſpiritual 
© snides, on account of inſufficiency of Gifts, or irregularity of Man- 
© ners, } 

I may alſo adde in vindication of the ſeaſonableneſs of this diſcourſe, 
the outcry that is made by (almoſt) all ſorts of men, againſt the abuſes 
of Patronage in this preſent Age, by ſome; who turn the honorary 
truſt into diſhoneſt gain. 

Enquiring therefore into the riſe of Patronage, I thought my ſelf 
obliged to conſider what was the original of the Evangelical Miniſtry, 
and what was the ſtate of the Primitive Churches, and: what was the 
Miniſters maintenance in the firſt ages of the Church. 

Asto the original of the Evangelical Miniſtry, it is unqueſtionably 
of Chriſts inſtitution : for we find that our Lord and Saviour,the great 
Shepheard and Biſhop of ſouls, after his RefurreQion gave Commiſ- 
ſion to his Diſciples for their Apoſtleſhip, in theſe words, Fohz 20.0v.27. 
As my Father ſent me, ſo ſend I you, which miſſion not only impow- 
red them to Preach, but to Ordain others alſo. 

As the Father ſent Chriſt to Preach, and: ſend forth them ; ſo Chriſt 
A 2 ſent 


may reaſonably preſume, that none will cenſure my undertaking 


(2) 
Tent forth them to Preach, and ſend forth others alſo to the ſervice of 
the Goſpel after them ; and thoſe others whom.they-ſent and ordained, 
were.impowefed, not only -to ſerve in'the Miniſtry.in'their Generati- 
ons, but to ordain and ſend forth others after them, ſucceſſively to the 
endof the World: and we find accordingly in Scripture-Hiſtory, that 
'the Apoſtles ordained ſome in the Churches to the Office of the Mini- 
ſtry, and ſometimes the ſame men to be both Evangeliſts at large, to 
labour in the Word for converſion of unbelievers; and alſo to be El- 
ders of Churches, to labour in Doctrine for the edification of Believers : 
And in proceſſe of Scripture and Church-ſtory,we find that they who by 
the Apoſtles were ordained, did ordain others to the ſame work, 

It is alſo very material in this SubjeQ to conſider, what was the ſtate 
of the firlt Churches. | 

I ſuppoſe it will beeafily granted, that the Church of Fer»/ſalem uſt 
at our Saviours Aſcenſion, (whileſt the Apoſtles were yet reſident init, 
andeno ordinary Biſhop or Elders were yet ordained in it thatwe read 
of, confiited of no more Members than could aſſemble in one.place, 
for the celebration of the ſame individual ;parts of worſhip: once it 
had no more membrs, than by the'Jewiſh order might make a Syna- 
gogue, viz. one hundred and twenty, As 1.15. Andfo.it was .in o- 
ther places at the beginning of the. planting of - Chriſtianity there : , their 
number was ſmall and capable of coming together .into .one place. 
But it is a ſeaſonable enquiry, what was done when Believers were 
multiplyed in any City, fo as they could not - aflemble in one placefor 
the celebration of V Vorſhip ? That even -in the Scripture-times .they 
were ſo multiplycd in Feruſalem ſeems to me very ,plain, .in.that £t. 
Fames and the Elders, As 21.20. ſpeaking of the Brethren ;there, 
tell St, Paul of many Myriads [wriadvs ] or, many ten Thouſands of-Be- 
lieving Jews, which no man can imagine was @ Church conſiſting of 
a ſingle Aſſembly or Congregation, but of many. And that ſo alſo did 
the Church of Corinth, 1 think may juſtly be: concluded from.1:Cer. 
14. 34. Let your Women keep ſulence in the Churches : .every Aſlembly 
being called-a Church, and. there being ſeveral fuch Afemblies or 
Churches in that one Church of Corzzth, to. which one. Church, conſift- 
ing of many Aﬀſemblies or Churches; did St. Paul write,about order and 
Diſcipline : And indeed it hath been ſufficiently .by both Englzſb and 
Scottiſh Presby terians, as well as by the Epifcopal Divines, proved; 
that the Scripture Churches, in Scripture times, ſome of them aroſe to 
a greater number of converts than could aſſemble in oneplace to on. 
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bratethe fame parts of Worthip. | 
Find this part of the Chriſtian World much divided in their Opini- 
ons, what was done in any of the Scripture-Churches when the number 
of the converts amounted to more Congregations than one ina City ? 
Some think (if I miſtake them not, which do not willingly ) that the 
multirude of Believers ſeparated themſelves by ſevcralitipulations or 
Ehurch-Covenants (as they call them) into ſeveral Congregations or 
Churches; every one of which Congregations had full power over 
their own members, independent from all the other Congregations of 
the ſame City : and ſo to them, that ſaying of Chriſt, [cell the Church 
Meath. 18. 17. is, tell the body of the combined believers, whereof 
thou' and thy offending Brother, and one or two taken with thee, are 
Members. 
But whatſoever may be pleaded de jure plebis Chriſtiane, for the 
right and priviledge of the Brethren, that no Member of the body 
ſhould becut off by Excommunication without their knowledge, ifnot 
aſſent alſo, yet I cannot admrt that there were (in the Scripture and Pri- 
mitive times)two Congregations in the ſame Ciry,excrciſing diſcipline 
over their ownmembers, independently or ſeparately from one another. 
Nordol read of any explicit Covenant but that of Baptiſme, which 
lets into the Church Catholick viſible. So that whatſoever warrant 
ſuch an explicit Covenant may have, in particular +4256 
Aſﬀemblies of co-habiting Chriſtians, from pious ot i holicon ar yy 
prudence, (and fure never could it be more pru- np a] er erp 
dentially inforced than in the preſent ſtate of Eccle- pyrchial mMinigers 
ſiaſtical affairs amongſt us.) Fcannot ſee any foun- and their Congregati- 
dation of it in Chriſts poſitive inſtitutions : and if I 9% _. 
ſhould teach that it had,I ſhould condemn my ſelf, as making that an Or- 
dinance of God, which'is not fo.: for | know that we arenot-to teach 
for DoCtrines even the moſt prudent inventions of men, 
-  ButlT thinkit yetleſſe waxranted, from either Scripture or reaſon, 

that people might at their own liberty pick and chuſe, without any re- 
- ſpect to' their habitation, with what aſſembly in the ſame City they 
would walk in fellowſhip, as ſome phraſe it : and that by their explicit 
Covenant: they thould oblige themſelves to a Communion in Church- 
Ordinances with the Congregation of their choice, though they lived 
nearer to another aſſembly of Chriſtians, nay though the Miniſter 
whonr they baulk and paſſe by had, it may be, ſolemnly admitted them: 
into.the profeſhonof the new Covenant and the hopes thereof, by bap- 
Benth jt eb c1Zing: 
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ſent forth them to Preach, and ſend forth others alſo to the ſervice of 
the Goſpel aſter them ; and thoſe others whom they ſent and ordained, 
were impowefecd, notorly-to ſerve in the Miniftry in their Generati- 
ons, but to ordain and ſend forth others after them, ſucceſſively to the 
endof the World : and we find accordingly in Scripture-Hiſtory, that 
'the Apoltles ordained ſome in the Churches to the Office of the Mini- 
{try, and ſometimes the ſame men to be both Evangeliſts at large, to 
labour in the Word for converſion of unbelievers; and alſo to be El- 
ders of Churches, to labour in Doctrine for the edification of Believers : 
And in proceſle of Scripture and Church-ſtory,we find that they who by 
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It is alſo very material in this Subject to conſider, what was the ſtate 
of the firlt Churches. 

| ſuppoſe it will becaſily granted, that the Church of Ferxſalem juſt 
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had no more membrs, than by the Jewiſh order might make a Syna- 
gogue, viz. one hundred and twenty, Atts 1. 15. Ando it was 1no- 
ther places at the beginning of the planting of Chriſtianity there : . their 
number was ſmall and capable of coming together into one place. 
But it is a ſeaſonable enquiry, what was done when Believers were 
multiplycd in any City, ſo as they could not - aſſemble in one place for 
the celebration of V Vorſhip ? That even -in the Scripture-times they 
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Fames and the Elders, Ads 21.20. ſpeaking of the Brethren there, 
tell St, Paul of many Myriads [ wriadss ] or many ten Thouſands of-Be- 
lieving Jews, which no man can imagine was a Church conſiſting of 
a ſingle Aſſembly or Congregation, but of many. And that ſo alſo did 
the Church of Corinth, I think may juſtly be concluded from 1 Cer. 
14.34. Let your Women keep ſilence in the Churches : every Aſſembly 
being called a Church, and.there being ſeveral ſuch Afſemblies or 
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ing of many Aſſemblies or Churches; did St. Paul write, about order and 
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brate the fame parts of Worſhip. 

Ifind this part of the Chriſtian World much divided in their Opini- 
ons, what was done in any of the Scrtpture-Churches when the number 
of the converts amounted to more Congregations than one ina City ? 
Some think (if I miſtake them not, which Ido not willingly ) that the 
multirude of Believers ſeparated themſelves by ſevcral itipulations or 
Ehurch-Covenants (as they call them) into ſeveral Congregations or 
Churches; every one of which Congregations had full power over 
their own members, independent from all the other Congregations of 
the ſame City : and ſo to them, that ſaying of Chriit, [ell the Church 
Math. 18. 17. ts, tell the body of the combined believers, whereof 
thou and thy offending Brother, and one or two taken with thee, are 
Members. 

But whatſoever may be pleaded de jure plebis Chriſtiane, for the 
right and priviledge of the Brethren, that no Member of the body 
ſhould becut off by Excommunication without their knowledge, ifnot 
aſſent alſo, yet I cannot admit that there were (in the Scripture and Pri- 
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Nordol read of any explicit Covenant but that of Baptiſme, which 
lets into the Church Catholick viſible. So that whatſoever warrant 
ſuch an explicit Covenant may have, in particular 
Afemblies of co-habiting Chriſtians, from pious —_—_ atholicon or t - 
prudence, (and ſure never could it be more pru- rg ror hy grit 
dentially inforced than in the preſent ſtate of Eccle- p,1chial Minifers 
ſiaſtical affairs amongſt us.) Fcannot ſee any foun- and their Congrez ati- 
dation of it in Chrilts poſitive inſtitutions : and if I 9s: 
ſhould teach that it had, Il ſhould condemn my ſelf, as making that an Or- 
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But I think it yetlefſe warranted, from either Scripture or reaſon, 
that people might at their own liberty pick and chuſe, without any re- 
- ſpect to their habitation, with what aſſembly in the ſame City they 
would walk in fellowſhip, as ſome phraſe it : and that by theirexplicit 
Covenant- they thould oblige themſelves to a Communion in Church- 
Ordinances with the Congregation of their choice, though they lived 
nearer to another aſſembly of Chriſtians, nay though the Miniſter 
whom they baulk and paſſe by had, it may be, ſolemnly admitted them: 
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tizing them. Forit cannot be morally poſſible that the effect of ſuch 
different combinations in the ſame City, and of their mutual ſeparati- 
ons froin the cet Parochianorum the Aſlemblyes of Neighbouring 
Chriſtians, could have been other than cnvy, ſtrife, pride, contempr, 
ſeditivn, and every evil work. How much more confuſed yet would 
it have been, if the members of one combinational ailembly had been 
intermixed with Chriſtians of other aſſemblies, up and down the 
Countreys, and lived diſtant from their Paſtor, and from one another 
4.6. 10. 20. Miles as it isat this day in ſome places 1n England. 

But abating theextravagancy of their Collections, and their pre- 
ſumption in obtruding their Covenant as an Ordinance of Chritt, I do 
readily grant, the practice of the combinational aſſemblies, in kaving all 
their members inrolled, and requiring an explicit Covenant to inter- 
vene betwixt their members mutually, and betwixt them and their Pa- 
ſtors, is deſervedly imitable by the Parochial Miniſtry and their Con- 
Sregations, 

Others think (If I miſtake not their ſence, which I profeſle alſoI do 
not willingly that the Converts ina City were divided into ſeveral 
Congregations, not by virtue of any combination or Covenant, but ac- 
cording to the conveniency of their co-habitation,and that every Con- 
Srepation hadits fixed preaching Presbytcr or Paſtor,. withother lay- 
helpers in Governmgne; and that the Elders of the particular Congre- 
gations of the Cityor Suburbs, and their Lay-helpers aſſembling toge- 
ther in Synods joyntly ruled thcir ſeveral Churches : So that the mean- 
ing of our Saviours injunction, Math. 18. (Tell the Churcn) isas they 
ſeem to opine, tell the afſemily, or Synod of Elders met together for the 
excrciſe of Diſcipline : and ſuch Churches or aſſemblies were the 
Sanedrins, amonglt the Jews and the Chritian conliſtorys or Synods. 

For, all ſides con(eiic that the word [Church, Eccleſia] hgnifies any 
aſſembly of Perſons wet upon tke ſame deſign, as is plain from As 
19. 39. & Ti yu wang, Where the Court of the Citics Common 
Council at Epheſizs is called a lawſul Church, So v. 41. the Epheſians 
meeting, though tumultuouſly,together to vindicate the honour of their 
Idol Diana, is called a Church ; which the Town-clerk diſmiſſed or 
broke up, «dmavar Thy cunrarmaey, he diſmiſſed the Church, or Aſſembly. 
But whatſoever may be picaded from Scripture and Antiquity, for the 
Conſeſſus et conſenſus Pres 5tcroriim, that the Presbyters of the Church 
did vote in Zhurch-affairs, particularly in Church cenſures, yet fill I 
mult declarc, that in my belt {catch I cannot find any footing of ſuch di- 


{tint 


| TO 


[99 

ſunt Congregations in any one City (in the S:ripture 91) Primitive 
times aSINe appropriate Crires of particular Faitors or Vice; ics 

S9IMe otners timbk tut however, ſuch particuiar Comrprec ations 
there Were, ard thit ova. them and their FIGSUYtErs Was (ot a Billion 
to whoin the power of orilatr, $44 Pr2Sbytcers an: C%orciling G:lip.t.C 
was ſo far appropriated, that at lea t without bis conſent NOUS 
co'd be done in either Ordination or cenſures, 
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NUTagam deny,tuatany Weriantibledittiattion of particular Congre- 
g4L10Ns in tac fame. City ,us howvies CPATatCIrOM One another, UPUNLUC- 


count of habitation, choice or Coiciunt, are found in the S-rIPLUrCs, 


There are indeed two Cand but two that | ind) ditinttions of Congre- 
g4t10ns 11 the ſame City, ment oned in the New Icitament, ni borh 
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Imtully founded, the one that of Corinth 1 Cer, 1. 12, when one ſaid 5 


amo; Paul, and another I im of Apol'vs, and | am of Caphns, the 0- 
tier thatat Antioch, when Peter and, the Jews, and Zarnabas ſchiſma- 
ucally ſeparated from the Gentile converts of that City, mentioned, 
Cal, 12.13 

Nor will any of theſe Hypotheſes, which ſuppoſe 1diftintion of 
Congregations inthe ſame City, ( as 1 juGge ) comport with what is 
Lpon record 1n Scripture and Primitive times, of the ilate of the 
Cnurches, or ſalve the ſerming oppoſitions among't lome parts of thelc 
narrattons, whoſe truth we cannot queſtion, 

+1 am ſure none of them could give me any rational ſatifaCtion how Pa- 
tronage (tne tning of my preſent inquelt, } could have come into the 
Guurches of Chrilt, ifthe ttateof the Clurches had been Congregati- 
e©Nat ON any account, cither of co-habitation « calied Pariſhes in the 
zpiſcopai and Preſbyterian ſcnce,) or of combinatior (calied Indepen- 
dent, ) 

| hope therefore I may humbly propoſe (without ofſeice to any who 
are of a dittercnt opinion from me) a fourth Hypothelis or ſuppoſitt- 
o1 of the itateof the Scripture and Primitive Churches, which will bet- 
ter fquare with my ſearch ater the (Original of Patronage, and ſerve 
allo to other good ends and purpoſes(promotive o! the Clurches peacc) 
whichT willnot here mention. -; 

Let the Reader therefore give me leave to ſuppoſe, that when the 
Church of a City was mulaplycd into ſuch.a number of Converts as 
could not aſlembleat once in the ſame place, ſr the celebration * the 
eh» B ame 
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tizing them. For it cannot be morally poſſible that the effect of ſuch 
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Others think (If I miſtake not their ſence, which I profeſſe alſo Ido 
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mult declare, that in my belt ſcarch I cannot find any footing of ſpch di- 
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ſtint Congregations in any one City (in the S:ripture and Prunitive; 
times) as the aprropriate Cures of particular FPaitors or Presuyicis., 

Some others think that however, ſuch particular Congregations 
there were, atid thit ovir them and their Presbyters wes ſet a Biinop 
to whom the power of ordainings Presbyters, and excrciling a:lkip.1.c 
| was ſo far appropriated, that at leat witiout his conſent notulng 

could be done in either Ordination or cenſures, 

But whatſoever footinz t3 in Scriptarc'or Primitive Hittory, for tac 
preſidency of a B:chop over all the Presbyters m his Diocelle, yet 
mult again deny,tiat any Warrantabledittinction of particular Congre- 
gSations in the ſame City ,as bouies ſeparate from one anotner, upon ac- 

, count of habitation, choice or Covenant, are found in the Scriptures, 

7 _ Thereare indeed two (and but two that 1 find) diitinctions of Congre- 
gations in the ſame City, ment.oned in the New Teſtament, end both 

tinfully founded, the one that of Corzrrh 1 Cor. 1.12, when one ſaid i 
am of Paul, and another I am of Apol/os, and | am of Eaphus, the 0- 
ther thatat Antioch, when Perer and the Jews, and Zarnabas ſchiſma- 
ically ſeparated from the Gentile converts of that City, mentioned, 
Gar. 12.15; | 

Nor will any of theſe Hypotheſes, which ſuppoſe 1diſtinCtion of 
Congregations inthe ſame City, (as Ijudgec ) comport with what 1s 
upon record in Scripture and Primitive times, of the itate of the 
Cnurches, or ſalve the ſecming oppoſitions among(t ſorac parts of thele 
narrations,whoſe truth we cannot queſtion, 

jl am ſure none of them could give me any rational ſatifaciion how Pa- 
tronage (the thing of my preſent inquelt,) could have come into the 
Caurches of Chriit, if the ttate of the Curches had been Congregati- 
onal on any account, cither of co-habitation {( called Pariſhes in the 
Epiſcopal and Preſbyterian ſcnce,) or of combination (calied Indepen- 
dent, ) 

I hope therefore I may humbly propoſe( without ofteace to any who 
are of a different opinion from me) a fourth Hypotheſis or ſuppoliti- 
on of the ſtate of the Scripture and Primitive Churches, which will bet- 
ter fquare with my ſearch aſter the Original of Patronage, and ſerve 
allo to other good ends and purpoſes(promotive ol the Churches peacc) 
which TI willnot here mention. 

Let the Reader therefore give me leave to ſuppoſe, that when the 
Church of a City was multrplyed into ſuch, a number of Converts as 
could not aflembleat once 11 the ſame place, fur the cejebration * the 
2-0 B ame 
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ſame numerical parts of worſhip, there wasnot however in the Scripture: 
and Primo-plimitive times any diſtinction of them into particular Con- 
gregations, either by Church-covenant or the boundaries of their habi- 
tation, But contrarily as it is recorded, As 2. 4.1. All new Cenverts in 
the ſame City and Suburbs, though never ſo many, were added to the 
Church already gathered : and the Chriſtians of the City and Suburbs 
did indifferently afſemble with any Congregation therein ; whether Aſ- 
ſembling in the houſe (ſuppoſe) of Nymphas, or in the houſe of Philemon, 
as they fouud it convenient ; and that the Biſhop or any of the Pres- 
byters might indifferently Officiate in any Aſſembly of that City, as op- 
portunity or Chriſtian prudence might invite them, and as the Biſhop 
and his Compresbyters did order : So that the Church of that City 
conſiiting of many Congregations, was governed by the Biſhop and the 
Common Council of Presbyters; and all and every Congregation of. 
that City had the ſame Biſhop. the ſame Presbyters and the ſame Dea- 
cons, and was therefore neither Parochial nor Congregational in the 
Independent ſence, but Dioceſan: And as far asI yet can finde no part of 
Scripture or Primitive Hiſtory, but is calily reconcileable to this Hypo- 
thelis. 

It will not be neceffary for me here more elaborately to examine how 
came in the Preſidency of the Biſhop over the Presbyters of his City ? 
whether the Pattern thereof was taken from the Synagogue, the chief 
Ruler whereof was called the Angel thereof ? or whether it be the un- 
queſtionable dictate of Reaſon, that in all common bodies governed by 
many Governors in Common, one ſhould preſide, and probably hence it 
came to paſſe that the pattern of the Churches was imitated by the 
civil Corporations in Chriſtian States. The Corporation of every City 
being under a Major and Aldermen. 

Or whether it was the ſpecial conſtitution of the Apoſttes injoyning 
ſuch a Preſidency to avoid Schiſme. Or whether the Apoſltolick caitome 
apon the account of the «gwnxe:ze]oviz, the primogeniture of Ordina- 
tion, gave the preſidency to the Eldelt Presbyter, though in ſome places 
the Apoſtles forbore for ſome time tq appoint a Texs5ws whilett themſelves 
were near, as ſome Learned Epiſcopal Divines do aflert, or whether the 
Planters (ſome of them) themſelves became the Biſhops over the 
Churches of their own plantation, and nominated their own Succeſlors 
after them ? or whether they permitted the choice to the wrong El- 
ders alone? Or whether the Elders with the people choſe their Biſhop: 


It is noone of theſe I am obliged to contend for, in the proſecution of this 
ſubject. But 
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But onely that the Biſhop and his Senatus Prezbyterorum ru'ed the Div- 
ceſan Church of the City in Common , neither henor they having any 
peculiar Congregation, as the peculiar care of any one of them : and 
thusSt. Fames the juſt and his Compresbyters (as I conceive) ruled the 
Church at Fernſalem, and Ignatius and his Presbyters that at Antioch, 
Polycarpe and his, that of Swyr2a, Cyprian and his Colleagues, that of 
Carthage, So that the Magdeburgenſes, Cent. 2. cap, 7. tit. (forne 
gubernationss qua ſingule Eccieſie uſe ſunt) conclude confidently thus : 
AAemorabile eſt de pradibus quod tantum unus cujuſliber Eccleſia repers- 
tur Epiſcopns, in Presbyterio &- Diaconatu ſemper plires fatrunt per- 
ſone, pro cujuſque loci ſeu Eccleſia neceſſitate, pag. 126, Itis obſervable 
concerning the Eccleſiaſtical degrees,that there is found onely one Biſhop 
inevery Church :: but there were alwayes many Presbyters and Dea- 
cons as the neceſſity of the Church required. 

But I muſt add to them, that for the Presbyters it is true the number 
was indefinite, more or fewer, as the neceſſity of the Church and num- 
ber of Converts required. ButlI conceive it was for ſome conſiderable 
time before there were above ſeven Deacons in any Church : even in the 
Church of Rome in Cornelius's time Anno 254. though there were Pres- 
byters 46. and Acolyths or Probationers for Presbyterſhip 4.2. yet there 
were but ſeven Deacons. 
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CHAP. II. 


of the Maintenance of the Evangelical Miniſtry. 


Paſſe on now to enquire after the Maintenance of the Evangelical 
Miniitry. 
It is plainthe Apoſtles and Elders at Fernſalem were furniſhed with a 
ſufhcient ſupply of temporal things by the Contributions of the Jewiſh 
Converts, who ſold their Poſſeſhons, and brought the money and laid 
it down at the Apoſtles feet. And I queſtion not but it will be yielded 
that the Apoſtles or others who went abroad from any Church already 
planted to convert others otherwhere, were maintained at their firlt go- 
ing forth and as long as their need required, by the contributions of the 
Church from which they went or were ſent, But when once the faith 
was planted in that place, the Comments of that place were to _ 
2 ine 
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the firſt Planters during their ſtay amongſt them and ſuch other aſſiſta n 

alſo as the firit Planters found ft to take into the ſervice of the Goſpel, 
to labour in the Word and Doctrine, in the propagating of the faith, 
and in building vp thoſe who were already converted: which Aſſiſtants 
were uſually the firit fruits (the fr!t Converts) of that place, as the 
houſhold of Srerhanu, 1 Cor, 16,15. 16, ir, It continucd thus for a 
lons time, that the Mini!ters had thyir maintenance by the Contril:uti- 
ons of the faithfull. See Concel, Cranmenw, Can, 7. & 8. and St. Cyprign 
cxpreſſely writing to his Church of C-r:bage, Epiſtle 33. G& 34. to rc- 
ccive Arnrelizzs and Celleyrncee (Confeliors) who were ordained by him 
and his Colleagues, as he ſaith expretlv Fp:/t. 33. to be Leftores, Rea- 
dcrs (as preparatory to tactr being ordained Prieſts, (ſuch amons us arc 
now called Deacons.) Fe 2ddeth. in the end of the 34. FEpiſe, Curc- 
Y 1113; Prepyteri DOnrTen arſon: fe nos ul.is jan ſei, on Boe 
e 11:6 1: ſder; C1173 Presbyterts D107 CHIU Oh arviſiones 
equatis quantitatibus particuttr, ut know you that we have al- 
ready deſigned to them the dignity of Presbyterſhip, that they might 
be honourcd with ſuch allowances as Presbyters have, and reccive 
cqu:Il ſharzs in the monthly Dividends, So that the Sportule 
were the allowances which the Presbyters had out” of theContr-- 
ut 10ns of the faithtull, And the Jrawres Sportulaiites, mentioned 
by him, Er//f.66, were the Ciergy who received ſuch allowance ; fot fo 
St. Coro interprets himſelf in that Epiſtle, ſhewins that he means 
ach, Duiimm Ecol Domin ordinatione Clirica promoveritur, Thoſe 
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wore of the Cleroy inthe Church, It 15 further to be obſerved in 
the Primitive times, that the Biſhop and lis Clergy, for the mot nart 
h14 their reſidence together, atlenit after Conſtanrines time, in the Mo- 
na'tries or Win'iters of the Cathedrall City, an1 every one of them 
1to ofhciate prs rexpore, where he was aſſigned b a Bilhop and 
his Colle: cues. And this courſe of the Clerotes living together continu. 
ed (ſaith \'r. Sclt:ien out of Zede) m Enz'znrd, more than: an hundred 
vearsofter the comins of Auzuſtin into Zivlund, 1! ts, til about th 
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are now ſpoken of, ; 
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CHAP. 11k. 


Of the Donation of Titles from Fmaperors and Kings. 


F Etusthenloo!; on tothe times when Ithe Ri Inecom £ of tne world be. 


2, came the Kindo of our Lord and his Chrilt t, by tre Converito! 
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mu! Sockes) that tnoſe Royat Converts Gro orcat ana large de 
meaſne Lands upon thoſe wio con.crted them. And: that as Mr. 
Selacz: CONES NC brit Qratorics or * C( or PuUDiICK WoOrtiipe 
were butit in the Lands be:towed upon tae Pianters, upon t10!g who 
converted the Donors of thote I.ands to the Faith * whit ;t Orato- 


(12S ON "a \ccount of the mot contiant Nefidence of the IS and 

tne: Aff tants tnere, Were alk: Cathiedy 11s; Fees or Scats;: So thac 

the iate Pious and Learned dr. Nicholſon Foal 1010p'ot Glouceſter, 

hadr reaſonin his Apology for the diſcipline of tl Chu! -h, tqaficrt, the 

Cathedral Church to have bcen before cither the Parochial or ©0321 
: | 


binational Church, the former not being as a tixed bnple \fiermbiy, ti 
ſome Centuries after Chrijt, and the fecond not beins knovn to the 
Chriltian worl4 till our Age. 

Afterwardz when more people were converted, other Churches or 
Oratories were built for the conveniency of their Aſſembling together 
for worſhip. 

But yet becauſe muy of the p-ople, even under Ciriitian ings, for a 
lons time oonges: ied profe'ily Heathen, ard {dolators, :nd tnereforc 
worn 1] | do all the injury tacy col'd to the p or l nritianz, ana eſpecially 
to tacir Biſhops a and 1 Clerzy, by ſcanliltzins their perſon 5, 119 polluting 
and deiacins their Churcaes, tnvad wt ,40G3, DC/cOwed by Chriſti: 
an Princes or other Converts; and layins taiſe claims t ache and m9o- 
[eitins Tem t thereup92 with Law fuits:tncrcfore 10 Jofna tne Chriſtians, 
and pre DAbly aiſo to tikeo!! the Ticrzy, both, rom the trouble of Su- 
ins, nd from the reproact of beins <0: tentions, there were (at the 
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h (8) El 
the firſt Planters during their ſtay amongſt them, and ſuch other aſſitta n 
1lſo as the firſt Planters found ft to take into the ſervice of the Goſpel, 
to labour in the Word and Doctrine, in the propagating of the faith, 
and in building up thoſe who were already converted: which Aſſiſtants 
were uſually the firit fruits (the fir!t Converts) of that place, as the 
houſhold of Srephan, 1 Cor,16.15, 16, 17, It continucd thus for a 
lons time, that the Miniſters had their maintenance by the Contributi- 
ons of the faithfull. See Concil, Granrens, Can, 7, & 8. and St. Cyprign 
cxpreſſely writing to his Church of Carthage, Epiſtle 33. & 34. to rc- 
ceive Aurelius and Cellerings (Confeſſors) who were ordained by him 
and his Colleagues, as he ſaith expreſly Fpiſt. 33. to be Lettores, Rea: 
ders (as preparatory to their being ordained Prieſts, (ſuch among us are 
now called Deacons.). He 2ddeth in the end of the 34, Epiſt. Carc- 
rim Presbyteris henorem defignaſſe nos il'ts jam ſciatic, ut & ſpor- 
enlis i:ſdem cum Presbyterts honorentur,  diviſiones menſurn. 
equatis quantitatibus partiantur, Put know you that we have al- 
ready deſigned to them the dignity of Presbyterſhip, that they might 
be honoured with ſuch allowances as Presbyters have, and receive 
equ-Il ſhares in the monthly Dividends, $o that the Sporiule 
were the allowances which the Presbyters had out” of theContr:- 
but ions of the faithfull, And the frarres Sportulantes, mentioned 
by him, Epi/t.66, were the Clergy who reccived ſuch allowance ; fot ſo 
St. Cypricn interprets himſelf in that Epiſtle, ſhewing that he means 
ſuch, Yu: in Eccleftu Domint ordinatione Cleric a promeventur, Thoſe 
who were of the Clergy inthe Church, It is further to be obſerved in 
the Primitive times, that the Biſhop and his Clergy, for the mot part 
had their reſidence together, at leait afrer Conſtanrines time, in the Mo- 
na/tries or Viniters of the Cathedrall City, andq every of them 
vent fo:th to ofhiciate prs rexpore, where he was afſigned by, Biſhop and 
his Colle:gues. And this courſe of the Cleroies living together continu- 
ed (faith \\r. Scldem out of Bede) in Eng/and, more than an hundred 
vears after the coming of Auzuſtin into England, tt is, till about the 
year of our Lord 709, | $0 
[f therefore there 1vere not yet any diſtinRions of Congregations, 

an the Biſhop and Pr-2byters officiated in common to all or any Aſſem- 
bly of the Gy, there couid then be no Patrons as yet, in the ſence they 
are now ſpoken of, n 
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(9) 
CHAP. FI 


Of the Donation of Tithes from Emperors and Kings. 


Et us then look on tothe times when the K ingdoms of the world be- 

came the Kingdoms of our Lord and his Chriſt, by the Converſion 
of Conſtantine the Emperor, and other Governours and Novles to the 
Fat! 

And here it is not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe (for we have records of their 
munificence) that thoſe Royal Converts ſettled great and large de- 
meaſne Lands upon thoſe who converted them, And: that as Mr. 
Selden conjectures, the firit Oratories or places for Publick w orſaip, 
were built in the Lands beltowed upon the Plant ers, upon thole who 
converted the Donors of thoſe Lands to the Faith : whic\ firlt Orato- 
ries on the account of the moit coniltant Refidence cf th plincors and 
their Aſſiſtants there, were called Cathedrals, £ccs or Seats. So tha: 
the late Pious and Learned Dr. Nicholſon Lord Billiop of Glouceſter, 
had reaſon in his Apology for the diſcipline of the Church, tq afiert, the 
Cathedral Church to have been before either the Parochial or Com 
binational Church, the former not being as a fixed fingle Afiembly, ti! 1 
ſome Centuries after Chrijt, and the fecond not being known to the 
Chriſtian world till our Age. 

Afterwards when more people were converted, other Churches or 
Oratories were built for the convenicncy of their Aſſembling together 
for worſhip. 

But yet becauſe m1: ny of he p:ople, even under Chriitian Kings, for a 
long time continued prote eilly He athen, ard 1dolators, and therefore 
would do all the injury tney cou'd to tne poor Chriittans, ana eſpecially 
to their Biſhops and Clergy, by ſcan4alizing thcir perſons, and polluting 
and deſacins their Churches, invadi-o ter ancs, beltowed by Chriſti- 
an Princes or other Converts, and lay ing talfe claims to them, and mo- 
leitins,them thereupon with L aw | fits: thc refore 2 to delend the Chriſtians, 
and probably alſo to take o!l the le: 5y, both rom the trouble of Su- 
ing, and from the rc DrOACi of beins = tention FF there were (at the 
motion an requeſt of the Clergy uſu ki ly) ſome of- the Chriſtian No- 
bility and Gentry, who took upon tnem, 2s bans 13 Vindicators eE the 
defence of the Richts of the Churches : and to this purpoſe we nd 


oft in the Councils poſinlare ay Tiperatorionus d: dr fenſerem, Such a ſort ot 
Patrons 
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Patrons Mr. Se/dex mentions, pag. 81. but theſe were not of the ſtamp 
of. thoſe who at preſent obtainamongſt us, 

Yea becauſe very early ſome of the Clergy endeavoured to annex 
the Donations of BenefaQtours to their own inheritance (jurs ſuo con- 
nictere) it was provided by the Canons, that the Heirs or near Kinſmen 
to the Donors ſhould vindicate the Churches Rights, and hinder ſuch 
Alienations, Sce Concil, Tolet, g. cap. 1. And theſe Vindicators of the 
Donations of their Anceſtors, to the Churches uſe, from Sacrilegious 
Clergy mens Alienations, were deſervedly called Patrons. 

And ſuch Pious Patrons have many of the Nobility and Gentry of 
Enzland oft ſhewed themſelves, for the recovery of the Churches 
Rights alienated by the fraudulent practice or permiſſion of former Pa- 
trons or Incumbents. I could inſtance if it was convenient, in this ſort 
of Heroick Patronage exerciſed within our memory : But before we 
come to Patrons who claim right of Advowſon, we muſt proceed on yet. 

That even in the times of Perſecution, the Chriſtian Church laid claim 
to Tythes as due jure Divino, is partly confeſſed by Mr. Se,den himſelf, 
citing ſome paſſages in the Anti:nt Fathers to that purpoſe, and is more 
largely evidenced by his learned Anſwere# Doctor Tuleſly Archdeacon 
of Rocheſtex. . y 

But when the Empire and Kingdom became Chriſtian,then the Chriſti- 
an Preachers did more warmly and vehemently preſs the Donation of 
Tythes ; not in ſtead of Contributions, but in conjunction with other 
voluntary Offerings ; and in proceſs of time they prevailed, not” onely 
by Preaching and Canors, but by the Edicts of Emperors and Kings, 
to have Tythes given to the Church. 

It may be ſuppoſed that the Emperors gave Tythes to the Church, as 
part of the Revenues of their Crown ; of which they diſinherited them- 
ſelves, upon perſwaſion by Churchmen, that they belonged jre Divino, 
to the Church ; butoof this I darenot poſitively afhrm. 

Onely this I finde, that the Roman Empire wherever it did reduce 
any Conquered Country i formam Provincie, appointed the Farmers 
of the Cuſtomes to Collect amongit other impoſitions the Tenths of the 
Tenants of the Empire, that is, of all who occupicd any Land in the Con- 
quered Province, either as immediate Tenar.ts to the Empire, or as ſubte- 
nants under them. 

The Publicans therefore who Colleed theſe Tributes, were called 
Lecumanti, as Mr. Selden pag, 39. of his Hiſtory of Tythes obſerves 
out of Appian ; and Doctor Tjlleſly obſerves, that Heſychizs explains 
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Soglever to Tithe, by Twarwand rymor &rredredur , to pay 
Tribate, or to pay in their T ithes to the Colledors of Tri- 
bute. But we muſt obſerve alſo that the Roman State and 
the Emperors, even whilſt they were Heathens, did alwaies 
link the concernments of their Godywith the concernments of 
their Civil State. And 1t may juſtly be doubted, whe- 
ther thoſe Tenths were received by the Senate or Emperors, 
upon a civil, or a Religious account. For the Emperors al- 
wayes, till Chriſtianity came in, (nay Conſtantine and other 
Emperors, even after Chriltianity was received, till Gratians 
time, as the Noble and Learned Dwpleſſy, in his myſtery of 
iniquity obſerves out of Zoſtmen) continued the chief Por- 
titice or High-Prielthood in their own perſons. 

And therefore Mr. Selder grants, that amongſt the more 
antient Heathen zz to Tithe ſignified to Conſecrate, 
Cap.3.SeF.4. It is allo very probable, that whereany Prince 
afterwards made conqueſt of any part of the Roman Empire, 
he would not remit of any impoſitions laid upon theProvince, 
by thoſe he ejected, but annexed them to his own Crown. 

And as for what concerns England,l ſhall content my ſelfto 
recite ſomething out of Dr. Heylez, P. H. Treleyny, in his lit- 
tle Treatiſe ſet out in the late times of trouble for the unde- 
ceiving the people in the buſmeſs of Tithes, p. 3. 

Tithes (faith he there) are not given to the Miniſters, by 
the People 5 for Sir Edward Coke in his Commentary on Lit- 
tletons Tenures, 11b. 1.cap.g.Sect. 73. fol. 58. aſſerteth, That it 
appeareth by the Laws and Ordinances of Ancient Kings, and 
eſpecially of King Alfred, That the ll Kines of this Realm, 
had all the Lands of England i» Demeſne, aud Les Grande; 
Mannors and Royalties,they reſerved to themſelves, and with the 
Remnant they for the defence of the Realme infeoffed the Barons 
of the Realm with ſuch juriſdiGion as the Court Baron now hath. 

And at this time when all the Lands of England were the 
Kings Demeſnes, That Ethelwolph the ſecond: Monarch of the 
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Saxon race-(his Father Egbert being the firſt which Lronght the 
former Heptarchy nnder one ſole Prince, conſerred the tithes of 
all the Kino1om, upon the Church by bis Royal Charter. 

Of which Ingulph Abbot of Crowland, Anns C55. ſaith, That 
King Ethelwolph, with the conſent (gratuito concentu)) of his 
Prelates and Princes,did firſt inrich the Church of England with 
the Tithes of all his Lands and Goods. To the ſame purpoſe jaith- 
Etheward, an4 alſo Florence of Worcelicr, 


The Lords and great men had not then a property or F- 
ſtates in permanency in their Lands (ſaith Dr. Hezlex there :) 
but as Accomptants to the King.whole the whole Land was : 
the conſent therefore of the Prelates and Princes was their 
yielding their approbation, to the diſheriton of the Crown 
of the Tithes, So that Lands, being charged with payment 
of Tithes by the Kings, the then Proprietors, were paſled in- 
to the hands of Nobles and Barons, and by them to others in 
meaner Tenurecs under thety, with the Rent-charge of tithes, 
to be paid out to them : So that no man by gitt, or purchaſe, 
had right to apy more but the nine parts. 

And many other Laws of the Saxoz Kings for the payment 
of tithes, may be tound faithfully recited by Mr. Seldey : 
by all which it will appear, thzgt no Subject gave any tithes 
to the Church, But (not to * Divine Rghafor ehgm)they 
were intircly the gitt of Kings: and fo ſaith King Elred, Ne- 
mo auſerat a Deo, quod ad Deium pertinct, &- Preceſſores noſtri 
conceſſerunt : Let no man dare to take from God, what be- 
longs to God, and whicu our Royal Progenitors have grant- 
ed andoconſecrated. | | 

And this will yet further appear, by what Mr. 'Seldex in- 
timates, That even after the Donation of I ythes, there 
were mo fixed Presbyters in. any Parochial Precintts, 
the Biſhop and his Clergy living together , - and the 
Oratories 1n the ſeveral Precincts, within the Dioceſs, were 
lupplyed by Mcticngers or Presbyters,{ent by Ce 4+ [ 
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And therefore ſhall willingly yeild, what he aſſerts pag, 258. that 
Honorins did not diſtinguiſh the Province of Canterbury into Pariſhes, 
as Pariſh gnites a'Precizt, whoſe profits were received by a fingle 
Presbyter for his ſingle bznefit ; and whoſe *inhabitants were the pro- 
per cure of a ſingle Preſbyter. There were indeed before Honorims's 
time Pariſhes, that is, Oratories built; where the people of ſuch or ſuch 
a Precinct, did uſually affemble for religious Worſhip, performed by a 
Preſoyter,fent by the Biſhop and his Colleagues : but the whole Biſho- 
prick was in a large ſence a'Parecia; and the income of it (by contti- 
; butions firit, and by Tithes alſo afterwards) was the common ſtock of 
all the Clergy of the Dioceſſe: and Mr. Selden adds further, in the cnd 
of that page. © Neither'was the intereſt of many (1 ſuppoſe it ſhovld 
* be (any) Chnrches it ſeems as yet in any Lay-founders; but the Bi- 
<[ſhops as [| think (ſaith Mr. Selden ) had both'the intereſt and Gover- 
© nance of the 'Churches or Oratories, built by the Kings (and then ſure 
* in thoſe alſo built by the Subjets;) and+the'Biſhops took care for the 
© building new in their own endowmetiits,/and hallowing old oncs,cither 
© prophaned by the Heathen Saxons, fince they had been built by the 
© Britains ; or ſuch as were formerly conſecrated to Heatteniſm : and 
Mr. Selden aſſerts it to be the general opinion of all the common Law- 
yers, that before the Lateran' Council, under ' /-nocent 17]. every man 
might have given his Tithes to what Church he would, (ſuppoſe with- 
- in the Dioceſſe ; )- becauſe they were'not the Propriety as yet of ' any 
one Preſbyter , but the common Patrimony of all the Dioceſan Clergy. 
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Of the Original of Patronage,. by the Donation of Manſe and 


ge next; enquiry then muſt be, if the Churches were as we ſup: 
14 © poſe,; Dioceſan; that is, conſiſting. of many Congregations with- 
-inaCity,orthe like convenient Precinct in; the Countrey, .butwithout 
the determination; of-the Biſhop or; Elders to officiate. ſtatedly.in any 
one Congregation, but-indifferently inany ; and ſo alſo the Members 
. tohave liberty to aſſemble -indifferently in'any Congregation, onely, 
do avs: their habitation :gave' them conveniency, and other.prudeptiall 
motives didſway ; and the Tithes * firſt were received in, every Dio- 
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And therefore ſhall willingly yeild, what he aſſerts pay, 258. that 
Honorius did not diſtinguiſh the Province of Canterbury into Pariſhes, 
as Pariſh ſignifies a Precii&t, whoſe profits were received by a fingle 
Presbyter for his ſingle bznefit; and whoſe -inhabitants were the pro- 
percure of a ſingle Preſbyter. There were indeed before Honorims's 
time Pariſhes, that is, Oratorics built; where the people of ſuch or ſuch 
a Precinct, did uſually afſemble for religious Worſkip, performed by a 
Preſ>yter,ſent by the Biſhop and his Colleagues : but the whole Biſho- 
prick was in a large ſence a Parecia, and the income of it (by contri- 
butions firit, and by Tithes alſo afterwards) was the common ſtock of 
all the Clergy of the Dioceſſe: and Mr, Seldex adds further, in the cnd 
of that page. © Neither was the intereſt of many (1 ſuppoſe it ſhould 
* be (any) Chnrches it ſeems as yet in any Lay-founders; but the Bi- 
ſhops as [| think (ſaith Mr, Selden) had both the intereſt and Gover- 
© nance of the Churches or Oratories, built by the Kings (and then ſure 
© in thoſe alſo built by the Subjetts;) and the Biſhops took care for the 
© building new in their own endowments, and hallowing old ones,cither 
© prophaned by the Heathen S1xons, fince they had becn built by the 
© Britains ; or ſuch as were formerly conſecrated to Heatkeniſm : and 
Mr. Selden aſſerts it to be the general opinion of all the common Law- 
yers, that before the Lateran Council, under 12nocent 17], every man 
might have given his Tithes to what Church he would, (ſuppoſe with- 
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one Preſbyter , but the common Patrimony of all the Dioceſan Clergy. 
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the determination of the Biſhop or Elders to officiate ſtatedly in any 
one Congregation, but indifferently inany ; and ſo alſo the Members 
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cefſc, az the common ſtock of the Clergy thereof, no one having any 
particular or appropriate portion, till after collection of them 5 how 
came then Churches to be, as now they are, Parochia!, the Members 
of the Congregation being limited conitantly to atlcmble at one Ora- 
rory, anda fixed Paltour or Presbyter there to officiate, and to receive 
the revenues of that Precinct, as his particular dimenſum or mainte- 
nance ? I acknowledge that my proſpect here isnot very clear 3 | will 
with my belt $kill trace it out; and not willingly miſlead my Reader : 
and if any can thew me thatl am miſled my ſelf, I will chankfully own 
the'information given me, and freely retract the Error. 

Whether therefore it was, that the Oratories built in the Countries 
and Villages were ſo few and inconvenicntly ſcituate, in relation to the 
habitations of ſome great men, that they conſulting at once both the 
caſe and cdification of themſelves, their families and Tenants, built 
ReW Oratories nearer to their manſion houſes;and requeſted and obtain- 
cd a fixed Presbyter,there to be ſettled; or whether the Clergy growing 
remiſſe in viſiting the Oratories more remotefrom the Cathedral Cities 
and Monaſteries, or Minſers which were the place of the co-habitatt- 
on of themſelves and their Biſhop; the Layety deſired and obtained a 
fixed Presbytcr to officiate at thoſe neglected Oratories: or whether 
the Glergy choſe rather-to extend and- 1nlarge Dioceſſes than to multt- 
ply them z or whether-the Biſhops of thoſe times found their Clergy, 
;whileſt they lived conjoyned, prone to run into factious oppoſition of 
their Biſhop, and preſumed they would be more manageable, when ſe- 
parated from one another, and morecaſily governed; or whether the 
diſperſing of the Clergy into fixed Cures, and the appropriation of the 
revenuc of thoſe Cures to:them-did appropriate by neceſſary conſc- 
quence the Demeaſne Lands and Lordſhips to the Biſhops z or rather 
whether it. was, that when whole Nations became Chriſtian, it was 
thought both prudent and pious for the generality.of the Clergy to di- 
ſperſe themſelves to fixed Cures, onely ſome few of the mote Ancient 
Presbyters continuing {till reſident with the Biſhop in the chief City, 
wherehts ſeat was fixed;both to officiate to the Chriſtians of theJiry 
and Suburbs, in the Oratories therezand alſo tobe his ſtanding Caun- 
cil to tdvife about Church matters, - «s the preſent: Deane'and Cliapter 
are ſtppoſed tobe ; | whether ſome or all of thoſe motives concurred to 
the riſc of ſuch Pariſhes, is not eafie to determine. SI 
Bot that great and-learned antiquary Mr. Selden pag. 259. of his Hi- 
ſtory of Tithes,' very confidently aflerts the rife of Pariſhes to be from 
what:we have conjectured at. | | | 


When 
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When Devotiou(ſarth he.) grew firmer,and moſt Laymen of fair 6ji rr: 
deſired the Country-refidence of ſome Chaplain, that might be 4 lwayes rea: 
dy for Chriſtian inſtruttion among them, thew Families and adjoyning 
Tenants, Oratories or Churches began to be built by them; and being hal- 
lowed by the Biſhops were indowed with peculiar marntenance(that 5, with 
Hanſon houſe and Glebe, for the T ithes were given before, by Kings)from 
the Founders, for the Incumbents that ſhould there only reſide, which main- 
tenance with all other Eccleſiaſtical profits (I ſuppoſe Tithes and volunta- 
ry Offerings) that came to the hands of every ſuch ſeveral Incumbent 
(in regard the Lay Founder had according to the Territory of his De- 
meſnes, Tenancies and Neighbouring poſſeſſions, made and aſſigned, both 
the limits within which the holy Funition was to be exerciſed, and appoint- 
ed the Perſons that ſhould repair to the Church,and there officiat, and alſo 
provided a ſpecial Salary for the performance, (namely Manſe and Glebe) 
was afterwards alſo reſtrained from that common Treaſure of the Dio- 
ceſaan, and made the revenue perpetually annexed to the Church of that 
Clerk who recerved it. 

&« Neither wasit wonder (ſaith Mr. Seldez) that the Biſhops ſhould 
© ive way to ſuch reſtraint,for had they denyed That to Lay Founders, 
© they had givenno ſmall caufe alſo of reltraining their devotion : eve- 
© ry man queſtjonleſſe would have been the unwillinger to have ſpecially 
© indowed the Church founded for the holy uſe cheifly of him, his Fa- 
© mily and Tenents, if withal he might not have had the liberty tq have 
© siven his incumbent there reſident, a ſpecial and ſeveral maintenance : 
© which could not have been, had the former community of the Clergies 
© revenue ſtill remained. 

« Yut of theſe Lay foundations chiefly doubtleſſe (ſaith Mr. Selden) 
© came thoſe kind of Parifhes, which at this day are in every Dioceſle. 
© Their difference in quantity being originally out-of the difference of 
£ the ſeveral circuits of the Demeſnes or Territories poſlefſed by the 
< Founder, And after ſuch time as by thoſe lay foundations Churches 
© had their profits ſo limited to their Incumbents, no doubt can be but 
< that the Biſhops in their Prebends and Advowſons of Pariſhes, both 
© in the Cities 6nd in the Countrey (formerly limitted only in regard 
© of the Miniſters function) reſtrained alſo the profits of every of their 
£ ſeveral Churches to the Incumbents, that ſo an Uniformity might be 
< recetved in that innovation of Parochial right. Here are ſome things 
in this-conjeQural- aſſertion of Mr. Seldens, that I cannot aſſent to, as 
having any foundation in reaſon or Hiſtory, as firſt, that the Founders 
of the new Churches limited the OR which AIRY por 
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cefſc, az the common ſtock of the Clergy thereof, no one having any 
particular or appropriate portion, till after collection of them z3 how 
came then Churches to be, as now they are, Parochia!, the Members 
of the Congregation being limited conitantly to alfemble at one Ora- 
rory, anda fixed Paitour or Presbyter there toofficiate, and to receive 
the revenues of that Precinct, as his particular dimenſum or mainte- 
nance ? I acknowledge that my proſpect here isnot very clear; | will 
with my belt $kill trace it out; and not willingly miſlead my Reader : 
and if any can ſhew me thatlam miſled my ſelf, I will thankfully own 
the'ipformation given me, and freely retract the Error. 
Whether therefore it was, that the Oratories built in the Countries 
and Villages were ſo few and inconvenicntly ſcituate, in relation to the 
habitatioas of ſome great men, that they conſulting at once both the 
caſc and cdification of themſelves, their families and Tenants, built 
rReW Oratories nearer to their manſion houſes;and requeſted and obtain- 
cd a fixed Presby ter,there to be ſettled; or whether the Clergy growing 
remiſſe in viſiting the Oratories more remotefrom the Cathedral Cities 
and Monaſteries, 'or Miners which were the place of the co-habitati- 
onof themſclves and their Biſhop; the Layety deſired and obtained a 
fixed Presbyter to officiate at.thaſe negletted Oratories: or whether 
the Glergy choſe rather-to extend and-1nlarge Dioceſſes than to multi- 
ply them; or whether the Biſhnps of thoſe times found their Clergy , 
Whiteſt they lived conjoyned, prone to run. into factious oppoſition of 
their Biſhop, -and preſumed they would be more manageable;when ſc- 
parated from one another, and morecaſily governed; or whether the 
diſperſing of the Clergy into fixed Cures, and the appropriation of the 
revenue of thoſe Qures to-them-did appropriate by neceſſary conſc- 
quence the Demeaſne Lands ind Lordfhiips to the Biſhops ; or rather 
whether it. was, that when whole Nations became Chriſtian, it was 
thought both prudenr and pious for the generality.of the. Clergy to di- 
ſperſe themſelves to fixed Cures, ogely ſome few of the mote Ancient 
Presbyters continuing ſtill refident with the Biſhop in the chief City, 
Wherehis ſeurwas fixedyboth to officiate ito the Ghiiſtians of the 
and/Subiitbs, 'in'the Oratories therezand alſo tobe his ſtanding Cayn- 
cil to #dviſe about Church matters, 6s _ Deaneand Cliapter 
'are ſijppoſed tobe ; 'whethet ſome or all ot thoſe motives concurred to 
the rife of ſuch Pariſhes, is not eaſfie to'determine. | I Sth 
'Bvt that great and-learned antiquary Mr. Selden pag. 259. of - bis Hi- 
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| When Devotion(ſarth he.) grew firmer,aud moſt Laymen of fair 6inres 
deſired the Country-refidence of ſome Chaplain, that might be a lwayes rea: 
dy for Chriſtian inſtruttion among them, ther Families and adjoyuing 
Tenants, Oratories or Churches | Fogas to be built bythem ;, and being hal- 
lowed by the Biſhops were indowed with peculiar matntenance(that ts, with 
AAanſion houſe and Glebe, for the Tithes were given before, by Kings)from 
the Founders, for the Incumbents that ſhould there only reſide, which main- 
tenance with all other Eccleſiaſtical profits (I ſuppoſe Tithes and volunta- 
ry Offerings) that came to the hands of every ſuch ſeveral Incumbent 
(in regard the Lay Founder had according to the Territory of bis De- 
meſnes, Tenancies and Neighbouring poſſeſſions, made and aſſi gned, both 
the limits within which the holy Funition was to be exerciſed, and appoint- 
ed the Perſons that ſbould repair to the Church,and there «fficiat, and alſo 
provided a ſpecial Salary for the performance, (namely Manſe and Glebe) 
was afterwards alſo reſtrained from that common Treaſure of the Dio- 
ceſaan, and made the revenue perpetually annexed to the Church of that 

Clerk who recerved it. 

<« Neither-wasit wonder (ſaith Mr. Seldez) that the Biſhops ſhould 
© ive way to-ſuch reſtraint,for had they denyed That to Lay Founders; 
© they had givenno ſmall caufe alſo of retraining their devotion : eve- 
* ry man queſtjonleſſe would have been the unwillinger to have ſpecially 
© indowed the Church founded: for the holy uſe —_—— him, his Fa- 
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came thoſe kind of Parifhes, which at this day are in every Dioceſle. 
© Their difference in quantity being originally out-of the difference of 
{ the ſeveral circuitsof the Demeſnes or Territories poſlefſed by. the 
<Founder, - And afterſuch time as by thoſe lay foundations Churches 
© had their profits ſo limited to their Incumbents, no doubt can bebut 
<that the Biſhops in their Prebends'and Advowſons of Pariſhes, both 
t in the Cities and in the Countrey (formerly limitted only in regard 
© of the Miniſters function) reſtrained alſo the profits of every of their 
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their Boundaries,allotted by the conſent and prudence of the Biſhops and 
their Council of Presbyters : and ſome other particulars in this are que- 
ſtionzble, but that Pariſhes had hence their original, I readily aſſent, 

Mr. Selden adds, that at what time theſe lay Foundations begun, 
© plainly appears not ; but ſome mention is made ofthem in Bede about 
©the year 700. One Pacha Novle Saxon built a Church and intreated 
Fohn Biſhop of Hangulſtade to conſccrate it. 

But Mr. Selden goes further than bare confident conjecture, in this 
matter, whilſt he gives us an inſtance of the right of Patronage confirm- 
cd toa Lay foundcr of a Church by the Biſhop, p. g5. where he recounts 
how UG&:gnc Biſhop of Auſbourgh about the yearg50. granted and con- 
firmed the honorary truſt of nominating a Clerk toalay founder of a 
Church-and his h:ires, Epsſcopus conſecratione peratta, doteque contra- 
aita, comprobato 1bi Presbytero, altaris procurationem commendavit, et 
Eccleſie advocationem firmiter legitimo hereds, panao ermpoſuto, confir- 
mauvit, © The Biſhop after conſecration of the Church, and the dayvr 
©(that is the Manſc and Glebe,for they are meant by [40s ]inall the Ca- 
©noniſts) delivercd, and ſecured to the uſe of the Prebyter, there allow- 
© ed by the Biſhop,he did commend the defence of the Church and its 
© rights, and confirmed the Advowſon of a Clerk to the lawful heireof 
© the founder, by putting onhim a veſt, as a ceremony uſed to ſignifi 
© the Biſhops conferring on the Patron that honorary truſt, Bur the 
ſamelearned Antiquary. unwarrantably afſerts,(as I humbly conceive) 
that afterwards ſome Patrons gave inveltiture to the Incumbents by 
way of Livery or Seifif,the knowledge or conſent of the Biſhops having 
not ſo much as a ſhadow of proof for it, all that he offers; as ſuch, is 
that he finds once inthe 13th. Epiſtle of Perris Damianu tg Pope, Alex- 
ander the ſecond about the year 1070. that the Patron uſed theſe words 
to the Clerk, receive the Charch [accipe Eccleſiam.] But what if he 
did? might not that expreſſion be moſt properly uſed by the Patron at 
induction. «The preſentation of a Clerk was:firſt made by. the Pa- 
© tron to the Biſhop, the Biſhop then approves'of the Clerk and/grants 
* Liceuſefor his Induftion; which though now it may be executed,, per 
h::emeungque literatum by any that can write andread, yet probably at 
firſt was executed by the Patron himſelf, as the perſon moſt fit: ſee the 
learned Dr. Tileſlyes proof page 111. of his anſwer to Mr. Seder, 
that there was no inveltiture but onely preſentation. - And Mr. Seldex 
himſelf. confeſſeth (obſerve it Reader)page $6. that at this day, nothing 
© paſſes out of the Patron, and Veſts in the Incumbent, in. point of inte 
©relt, the preſentation being onely a nomination, and the intereſt and 
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© poſſeſſion being immediately had from the acts of the Bifhop and Arch- 
* Deacon. | bis De | 
- But to proceed, the learned Judge: Dodriage,. in his Treatiſe of ad- 
vowſons, founds Patronage vpon the ſame bottome, citing that old verſe 
Patronum faciunt dos, edificatio, fundus, which I conceive is to be ex- 
pounded disjunQively,not copulatively ; to this ſence, that cither alay- 
mans ſettling of Manſc and Glebe (that is the dos, or dowry) upon a 
Presbyter to reſide and officiate at an Oratory ,already built, or his 
building of a new Oratory and. indowing it with the conſent of the Bi- 
ſhop, gave him the right of - advew/on.;, and ſo ſaith that reverend 
Judge, pag. 5. The uſual cauſe or cauſes why Patronage of Churctes 
was beſtowed upon Lay-men, were, ut inducerentur Laici ad funaa- 
tionem, conſtruttionem et dotationem ecclejie, and in the ſecond Coun- 
cil of !Bracara Can. 5..it is. expreſly thug deglared, placuit nt quoties 
ab aliquo Fidelium.ad conſecrandas  Eccleſias Epiſcopi invitantur, .unuſ- 
quisque Epiſcoporum meminerit, ut non prius dedicet Eccleſiam , miſt 
ante datem Baſilice et obſequium ipſins per donationem chartule accipuat : 
thus Engliſhed by the learned Dr. Tlesly page x11, It is our will that 
© asoft as the Biſhops are invited, by any of the Faithful to canſecrate 
© Churches, -that every Biſhop remember that he do not conſecrate the 
© Church before hereceive by charter of. the founder, the Dowry and 
© the ſubjzeQion thereof. | f 
And here I will preſume to ſet down in diſtin propoſitions, what 
to me ſeems moſt clear in this matter from the keginning. 
.1'.I, Thatthough there were not.in Scripture, or Primitive times, ſuch 
ſort of Parithes as are now, (that is, with a fixed Presbyter to officiate at 
one conſtant Oratory tothe: peopie of that.PrecinCt as his peculiar 
charge )) yet there were a ſort of; Pariſh meetings, obſerved alwayes 
in religious worſhip. That is, Chriſtians might not lawfully baulk a 
near and convenient Oratory, and ſeparate-from the cetws Parocbiane- 
rum, the Neighbour Chriſtians there aſſembled to go to one further off, 
whither they could .not repair withopt inconvenient Travel and Labor, 
with the unneceſſary breach of that holy reſt, which they. ought to. ob - 
:ferve,on the'Lords day,the day of ſolemn afſemblics.I think it is no force 
to that text, Zeb.19.25. w# iſuglancimles Thy. imovragu yi favray. not for- 
faking the aſſembling (the Synagoguiſing) of your ſelves, if we ex- 
-pound'it to this ſence; that the Apoſtle forbad them. the ſeparating from 
-the aſembliesof: their Parorbinn;, their, Neighbour Chrittians, for no. 
- Jew: might g9. to! a. Synagogue, which was ſcituate- above a Sabbath 
dayes journey from his habitation, - If therefore the Chriſtians might 
IE 3. not 
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their Boundaries,allotted by the conſent and prudence of the Biſhops and 
their Council of Presbyters: and ſome other particulars in this are que- 
itionzble, but that Pariſhes had hence their origina!, I readily aſſcnt. 

Mr. Selden adds, that at what time theſe liy Foundations begun, 
© plainly appears not; bu: ſome mention is made ofthem in Bede about 
© the year 700, One Pucha Novle Saxon built a Church and intreated 
Fobn Biſhop of Hangulſtaae toconſeccrate it, 

But Mr. Se/den goes further than bare confident conjecture, in this 
matter, whilſt he gives us an inſtance of the right of Patronage confirm- 
cd toa Lay foundcr of a Church by the Biſhop, p. g5. where he recounts 
how UPF:gnc Biſhop of Arſbourgh about the yeorg50. granted and con- 
firmed the honorary truſt of nominating a Clerk to alay founder of a 
Church and his h:ires, Epiſcopus conſecrationeperatta, doteque contra- 
aita, comprobato1bi Presbytero, altaris procurationem commenadavit, et 
Eccleſia aduvocationem firmiter legitimo hereai, panito tmpoſuto, confir- 
mavit, The Bithop after conſecration of the Church, and the dayyry 
©(that is the Manſc and Glebe,for they are meant by [405 ] in all the Ca- 
© noniſts) delivercd, and ſecured to the uſe of the Prebyter, there allow- 
© ed by the Bilhop,ke did commend the defence of the Church and its 
© rights, and confirmed the Advowſon of a Cierk to the lawful heire of 
© the founder, by putting onhim a velt, as a ceremony uſed to ſignifie 
© the Biſhops conferring on the Patron that honorary truſt. Bur the 
ſimelearned Antiquary unwarrantably aflerts,(as I humbly conceive) 
that afterwards ſome Patrons gave inveltiture to the Incumbents by 
way of Livery or Seifinthe knowledge or conſent of the Biſhops having 
not ſo much as a ſhadow of proof for it, all that he offers, as ſuch, is 
that he finds once in the 1 3th. Epiſtle of Perrus Damianu to Pope, Alex- 
ander the ſecond about the year 1070. that the Patron uſed theſe words 
to the Clerk, receive the Charch [accipe Eccleſiam.] But what if he 
did? m'pht not that expreſſion be moſt properly uſed by the Patron at 
induction. «The preſentation of a Clerk was:firſt made by. the Pa- 
© tron to the Biſhop, the Biſhop then approves of the Clerk and grants 
* Liceyſ? for his Induction; which though now it may be executed, per 
q:emcungqueliteratum by any that can write and read, yet probably at 
hrit was executed by the Patron himſelf, as the perſon moſt fit : ſee the 
learned Dr. Tileſlyes proof page 111. of his anſwer to Mr. Seldep, 
that there was no inveltiture but onely preſentation. And Mr. Seldez 
himſelf confeiſeth (obſerve it ReaderYpage 86. that at this day nothing 
© paſſes out of the Patron, and Veſts in the Incumbent, in point of inte- 
©reit, the preſentation being onely a nomination, and the intereſt and 
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* poſſeſſon being immediately had from the acts of the Biſhop and Arch- 

* Deacon. 

But to proceed, the learned Judge Dodriage, in his Treatiſe of ad- 
vowſons, ſounds Patronage vpon the ſame bottome;, citing that old verſe 
Patronum faciunt dos, adificatio, fundus, which 1 conceive is to be cx- 
pounded disjunctively,not copulatively ; to this ſence, that cither alay- 
mans ſettling of Manſc and Glebe (that is the dos or dowry) upon a 
Presbyter to reſide and officiate at an Oratory already built, or his 
building of a new Oratory and indowing it with the conſent of the Bi- 
ſhop, gave him the right of advew/ſon; and ſo ſaith that reverend 
Judge, pag. 5. The uſual cauſc or cauſes why Patronage of Churckes 
was beſtowed upon Lay-men, were, ut inducerentur Laici ad funda: 
tionem, conſiruttionem et dotationem ecclejie, and in the ſecond Coun- 
cilof 'Bracara Can, 5. it is expreſly thus declared, placuit ut quoties 
ab aliquo Fidelium ad conſecrandas Eccleſias Epiſcopi invitantur, unuf- 
quisque Epiſcoporum meminerit, ut non prius dedicert Eccleſiam , miſt 
ante datem Baſilice et obſequium ipſins per donationem chartule accipiat : 
thus Engliſhed by the learned Dr. Tesly page 111, It is our will that 
© asoft as the Biſhops are invited, by any of the Faithful to conſecrate 
© Churches, that every Bilhop remember that he do not conſecrate the 
© Church before he receive by charter of. the founder, the Dowry and 
© the ſubjzection thereof. 

And here I will preſume to ſet down in diſtin propoſitions, what 
to me ſeems molt clear in this matter from the keginning. 

- I, That though there were not.in Scripture, or Primitive times, ſuch 
ſort of Parithes as are now, (that is, with a fixed Presbyter to officiate at 
one conſtant Oratory tothe peopie of that Precinct as his peculiar 
charge ) yet there were a ſort of, Pariſh meetings, obſerved alwayes 
in religious worſhip, That is, Chriſtians might not lawfully baulk a 
near and convenient Oratory, and ſeparate-from the cetus Parochiana- 
rum, the Neighbour Chriſtians there aſſembled to go to one further off, 
whither they could not repair without inconvenient Travel and Labor, 
with the unneceſſary breach of that holy reſt, which they ought to. ob- 
ferve on the Lords day,the day of ſolemn afſemblies.I think it is no force 
to that text, Zeb.10.25. w# *ſug]ancimy]es my tmovarwyny favroy. not for- 
ſaking the aſſembling (the Synagoguiling) of your ſelves, if we ex- 
-pound it to this ſence; that the Apoltle forbad them. the ſeparating from 
-the aſſemblies of their Parochian:, their, Neighbour Chrittians, for no. 
Jew might go to! a Synagogue, Which was ſcituate: above a Sabbath 

yes journey from his habitation, If therefore the Chriſtians might 
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not forfake the Synspopuiling themſelves, they might not 'ſtrapgle 
whither they pleaſed, ſuch kind of Pariſhes as theſe, appointing the 
Neighbonring Chriſtians to aſſemble at ſome publick or private edifice 
(near to them)as conveniency and the freedom from molettation of Per- 
ſecutors would permit, there were from the beginning, 
And therefore I think Mr. Selden juſtly calts aſide, as a fond and 
arg tradition, that report, that toms yur Biſhop of Rome a- 
out the year 267. diſtinguiithed his Dioceſle of Rome into Parithes, 
ſoch as are at this day, Forhow could Dionyſ, cantel his Dioceſſe-into 
Parifhes, when the Emperors were yet Heathens.For ſo were Gallienus 
Valerian , and Aarelins who reigned during D#ony/. his time : and 
both the Biſhops, and Presbyters,and Chriſtian People, were otherwiſe 
employed then, than to think of dividing territortes. They wereto 
repare themſelves for fire and Fagpot, for the Teeth of wild Beaſts, 
r the hatchets and halters of executioners, and for all ſorts of perſe- 
cutions. | 
If therefore, I may take theliberty of conjeQturing, what gavethe 
riſe to that tradition of Diony/. making Pariſhes, to me it ſeems pro- 
bable to have been this ; *©He and his Senate of Presbyters obſervin 
© ſome Chriftians were apt to wander frofwone-place to andther attim 
© of worſhip, (as it hath been for many yedrsa common practice in 
© London and other Cities ) and that they having ſorhe mensperlons it 
<©x2dmiration,leſtthe nearer Aﬀſemblies of Chriſtians, imongſt whom'they 
< dwelt, to go to ſome other at a remoter diſtance : probably I ſay, to 
© {tifle this Embrio of Separation , -Dionyſ. otdeted [that Chriſtians 
<ſhovld aſſemble ofdinarily with thoſe/Chrittians they hved near 10, 
Nay Mr. Selder detiies that Honorins Archbiſhop of Cattterfary did 
about the year 630. divide his Province into 'Parifhes (ﬆ Patiſhesare 
now taken) but only that he divided his Province into' new Diocoſles 
or Biſhopricks,4dYing that of Dorcheſter in Oxfordſhire, and that -of 
Dunwich in Siffok, to thoſe of Canterbury, Rocheſter atid- London, for 
in Azaftints time there were only thoſe three. Aupritine hall 'Canter- 
bity, Hfellitu had London, andFuftm hid Rechefter, 
2. Olir ſeebnd ſappoſition 4s, that the firſt eretion of ſuch Pariſhes 
as now we have, were begun in the Countrey Villages -and Towns, 
and the tefidency of 'a Partebry a fixed Pricftor Presbyter'befin there, 
upbn theaccount of their 'often wanting the defired preſen& ofa/ſpiri- 
rhilentle: for in the Cities thete'was 1efſe Heed'to- ſeek? Fathodn wie 
the Biſhop ati his Presby ters refidling there cofiftently'togetlier;exeopt 
when forte of thettr wetit;or were ſent forthHfot the Tervice of te Goſpel 
mto the Countreys, 3.Our 
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not forſake the Synagoguiling themſeives, they might not ſtrapgle 
whither they pleaſed, ſuch kind of P1i/;1cs as theſe, appointing the 
Neighbouring Chriltians to aſſemble at tome publick or private edifice 
(near to them)as conveniency and the freedom from moleitation of Per- 
ſccutors would permit, there were from the beginning. 

And therefore I think Mr. Selden juſtly catts afide, asa fond and 
groundleſſe tradition, that report, that Dionyſus Biſhop of Rome a- 
bout the year 267. diſtinguithed his Dioceſle of Rowe into Parithes, 
ſuch as are at this day, For how could Drony/. cantel his Dioceſle into 
Pariſhes, when the Emperors were yet Heathens.For fo wcre Gallienus 
Va'erianus, and Anrelins who reigned during Diony/. his time : and 
both the Biſhops, and Presbyters,and Chriſtian Pcople, were otherwiſe 
employcd then, than to think of dividing territories. They wereto 
ab themſelves for fire and Faggot, for the Teeth of wild Beaſts, 

r the hatchets and halters of cxecutioners, and for all ſorts of perſc- 
cutions. | 

If therefore, I may take the liberty of conjeturing, what gave the 
riſe to that tradition of Dionyſ. making Pariſhes, to me 1t ſeems pro- 
bable to have been this ; ** He and his Senate of Presbyters obſerving 
© ſome Chriſtians were apt to wander fromone place to andther atitimes 
© of worſhip, (as it hath been for many years a common practice in 
© London and other Citics ) and that they having ſore mens perſons in 
<©x4miration,leſtthe nearer Aﬀemblies of Chriſtians,amongſt whom they 
© dwelt, to go to ſome other at a remoter diſtance : probably I ſay, to 
© {tifle this Embrio of Separation , - Diony/. ordered that Chriltians 
© ſhould aſſemble ordinarily with thoſe Chrittians they lived near to, 

Nay Mr. Selden denies that Fonorius Archbiſhop of Canterbury did 
about the year 630. divide his Province into Pariſhes (as Pariſhesare 
now taken) but only that he divided his Province into new Diocelles 
or Biſhopricks, "adding that of Dorcheſter in Oxfordſhire, and that of 
Dunwich in Snffolk, to thoſe of Canterbury, Rocheſter and London, for 
in Aeaftints time there were only thoſe three. Aupnitine had Canter- 
bury, Mellitus had London, and'Fuftm hid Rochefter, ' 

2. Our ſecond ſappoſition 1s, that the firſt erection of ſuch Pariſhes 
as now we have, were begun in the Countrey Villages and Towns, 
and the reſidency of a Parwzchris a fixed Pricſtor Presbyter beftun there, 
upon the account of their often wanting the defired preſence ofa ſpirt- 
tual guide: for in the Cities there'was lefſe need'to- ſcek fothi-an one 
the Biſhop aid his Presbyters refiding there coriſtantly together; excopt 
when fore of them wetit, or were ſent forth for the fervice of the Goſpel 
mto the Countreys, 3.Our 
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3. Our third ſuppoſition is, That being there were many Oratories 
built upand down in the Countreys before this ſort of Pariſhes were 
erected, where the Chriſtian People did aſſemble, when ever the Bi- 
thop or any of his Presbyters came to officiate. there, (for Bede tells 
us that if any of them was but ſeen in the Countreys, the people uſed 
to run together to him, todeſire his inſtruction and bleſſing) the firſt 
fixing of Presbyters probably was at, ornear, ſome of theſe old Ora- 
tories, ſome emincnt perſon or perſons thereabouts building the Presby- 
ter a Manſion houſe(as the good Shunamitiſh Lady,did build a chamber 
and furnithed it for El:ſha, 2 Kings 4.) and ſetling Glebe for his uſe, 
and prevailing that the Tithes and offerings of ſuch a precinCt as was 
thought fit, ſhould alſo be ſetled on him as his portion ; and theſe were 
the fel Pariſhes. 

 4thly. I ſuppoſe becauſe thoſe old erected Oratories. wereſo few, 
and ſo inconveniently ſeated, that many of the Chriſtian people, even 
Perſons of Quality ,could not conveniently afſemble at them, therefore 
new Oratorics were erected, anda Parifh taken out of a Pariſh, with 
the conſent of theBiſhops,and at the eretion of theſe new Oratories, the 
Founders of them ſet apart alſo Manſe and Glebe, for the uſe of a 
Presbyter to be conſtantly reſident among them. 

Fthly, That to encourage ſuch Foundations of new Churches and 
Donation of Wage and Glebe, the Biſhops yeilded the nomination of 
a Presbytcr to officiate in thoſe Churches.to ſuch as gave the Manſe 
and Glebe, eſpecially if they built a new Churchalſo: and fo came in 
Patronage. EE” 

6thly. That, where there was ſame convenient ſmall portion of the 
Lands given before to the Biſhops, and their Colledge of Presbyters 
confining oponhe, ntl built Oratories, the Biſhops fixing thoſe Lands 
as Glebe upon Presbyters which ſhould conijantly reſide there, became 
themſelves Patrons of thoſe livings or Pariſhes. 

7thly. That. the practice of fixirig fingle Presbyters to particular 
.Congre ations,as their peculiar Cures, reyerted from the Countreys 
to the Cities, tocantel them alſo into the ke Pariſhes. 
| Bly. ; That then equity. required, and the conſent of the Biſhops 
.confirmed.F elit es of the.Precinor Pariſh to the Presbyter there 
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ed power to viſit and ſuperintend thoſe Parochial Churches and Pre(- 
byters therein fixed, though every Presbytcr had power to exerciſe the 
Diſcipline of Chrift in his Parith, as even yet 1s yielded at Ordination 
in the Church of England, but appecales to the Biſhop and his Senate 
of Presbyters in caſc of grievance, with power to vilit the Churches, 
were {till reſerved for the Biſhop and his Senate. 
r11thly. That as before in the Dioceſan Churches, ſo {ii!] in the Pa- 
rochial Church, beſides the Presbyters and Deacons, there were main- 
tained ſome Probationers for the Miniſtry, Lecturers or Acvluthilts, 
looked upon as part of the Clergy,and calted by a general name Clerks, 
looking to the ſacred Vrenſils, ſummoning the Pariſhioners to publick 
worſhip, teaching the children of the Pariſhioners in the principles of 
Religion and good learning, as v-e find it was even in our age in uſein 
the moſt purc Bohemian Churches, who bid fair for the proot of Acolu- 
thiſmie (as the Seminary of Presbyters) to be of Apoltolical Inſtituti- 
on, as may be ſcen in their Ordo diſcipline fratrum Bohemorum, from 
which good order corrupted, came up Pariſh Clerks. 
12thly. That probably upon the vacancy of any Parifh Church by 
the death of the Incumbent, the Patron might not preſent at large any 
perſon : hemight not preſent a Presbyter already ordained,for ſuch in 
thoſe times were fixed at their Ordination, nor one wholly of the Laye- 
ty, who had never before appeared asa Candidate for the Miniſtry, but 
was bound to preſent ſome of the Cler: the Clerks of that Church, to 
be ordained Presbyter and ſucceed the deceaſed Presbyter, and take 
upon him the ReCtorſhip of that Congregation, and both the form of 
the preſentation, and the Laws call the Perſon preſented Clerk. 
13thly. That after the diſtintion of Pariſhes, and fixing particular 
Presby ters over them, came in the uſe of Ordaining Presbyters with 
_ thetitle of the Church,the Biſhop declaring that he did ordain or aſſume 
El 1*10y- N. N. ad ordinem Presbyteratis & adtitulum Sante Marie, or Santitt 
<>. * Petri, &c. the Parochial Church being named by the name of ſome 
Saint at its dedication, whereas beforc, whilſt the Church continued 
only Dioceſan, the perſons, ordained were, faith Mr. Selden, ordained 
Smut; as Evangeliſts at large to labour both in the Word and 
Doctrine, and a4mitted to a Joynt eare of all the Congregations of the 
14S. f£44- age Dioceſan Church, incommon,with the other Presbyters, RO 
H<4 $rotsen I any Reader think I have not ſpun an eyen thread in my ſuppoſiti- 
4 15/4 ons; I requeſtthat he would ſet down a more conſiſtent ſeries and pto- 
bo woos Oh ceſle of Eccleſiaiticzl Afﬀaires, otherwiſe let none think.it enough to 
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- any ſhall impugne any one of them, IthinkT can from unqueſtionable 


coll t cle 


record evince that it is very probable to have been in that particular, 
as I have ſuppoſed. 

Ard thus | have as well as I can d.rived the proceedings in theEc- 
clefjaltical order,till the diſtinction of Pariihes and Patronage came in, 
But | ſhall not (top here,but adventure to bring down my diſcourſe 
near to our times ; which that I may cftect, I mult alittle go about as 
the ncarcit way to my intended mark. 


— 


—_—_ —- - - —_— 


| 
| 


| 
| 


CHA FP... 
Of the Original of Impropriations, and Vicariages. 


Here isno queition to be made, but that the community of goods 
T amonglt the primitive Saints at Feruſalem, was looked upon by 
the Ciriltians otherwhereas defervedly unitable, and eſpecially for 
two reaſons,both that thereby thoſe Saints who were calt into priſon 
or baniſhment, might have a ready ſupply from the common ſtock, and 
alſo that thoſe who went abroad to preach the Goſpel might have a 
ſufficient maintenance, And accordingly Euſebius tell us, out of 
Philo of very carly cenobia's or fraternities of Chriſtians living ofa 
common itock in Eyyprt: and Mr, Selden obſerves on good authority 
that the Biſhop and his Presbyters, did for ſeveral ages live together;,at 
the ſame Minſter, or Monaſtery, vpon the contributions of the faithful 
called at the ſeveral Oratories within the Dioceſſe,and that no Presby- 
ters officiating at any Oratory, did aſlume the contributions thither 
brought as his own portion, but brought it to the Biſhop as part of 
the common ſtocks and treaſury of the whole Clergy of the Diocefle. 

And after ſome time, ſuperitition (which uſually racks Religion ſo 
high, under pretences of defxcating and clearing it, that the wine turns 
to Vinegar.) brought up new Guilds and combinations of Cerobites, 
new Brotherhoods, and Silter-hoods,of perſons, who ſeparated and 
ſequeſtred themſelves from the common Socicty and imployments of 
other Chriltians,vpon pretence of a more conſtant attendance on reli- 
gious worſhip,,and to the practice of ſeeming aulterities,in humility 
and neglecting of the body : and on that account they affected and ob- 
tained the name of Rel:g1oſe, the Religiomuy or the Profeſſing people. 

D And 
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ed power'to' viſit and ſuperintend thoſe Parochial Churches and Pre{- 
byters therein fixed,though every Presbytcr had power to exerciſe the 
Diſcipline of Chrift in his Pariſh, as even yet is yieldedat Ordination 
inthe Church of England, but appcales to the Biſhop and his Senate 
of Presbyters in caſe of grievance, with power to viſit the Churches, 
were ſtill reſerved for the Biſhop and his Senate. 
11thly, That as before in the Dioceſan Churches, ſo {till in the Pa- 
rochial Church, beſides the Presbyters and Deacons, there were main- . 
tained ſome Probationers for the, Miniſtry, Lecturers or Acoluthilts, 
looked updn as part of the Clergy ,and calted by a general name Clerks, 
looking to the ſacred Vtenſils, ſummoning the Pariſhioners to publick 
worſhip, teaching the children of the Pariſhioners in the principles of 
Religion and good learning, as ve find it was even in our age in uſein 
the moſt pure Bohemian Churches, who bid fair for the proot of Acolyu- 
thifnſe (as the Sena yof Presbyters) to be of Apoſtolical Inſtituti- 
on, as may be ſcen intheir Ordo diſcipline fratrum Bohemorim, frotn 
which good order corrupted, came up Pariſh Clerks.  _ 
12thly. That probably upon the vacancy of any Parifh Church by 
the death of the Incumbent, the Patron might not preſent at large any 
perſon : hemight not preſent a Presbytet already ordained,for-fuch in 
thoſe times'were fixed at their Oxdination, nor one wholly of the Laye- 
ty, who had never before appeared as Candidate for the Miniſtry, but 
was bound to preſent ſome of the Cler; the Clerks of ' that Church, to 
be ordained Presbyter and ſucceed the deceaſed Presbyter, and take 
upon him the Rectorſhip of that Congregation, and both. the form of 
the preſentation, and'the Laws call the Perſon preſented Clerk.” 
x3zthly. That after the diſtinion of Pariſhes, and fixing particular 
Presbyters over them, came inthe uſe of Ordaining Presbyters with 
© thetitle of the Church,the Biſhopdeclaring that he did ordain 6r affome 
\ £2 joy- N. N. adordinem Presbyteratits & adtitulum Sanfte Marie,or Santti 
- © Petri, &c. the Parochial Church being named by the name of ſome 
Saint at its dedication, whereas beforc, whilſt the Church continued 
only Dioceſan, the perſons, ordained were faith Mr. Selden, ordaitied 
m9 ulres as Evangeliſts {f large to labg both in.the' Word 'and 
Doctrine, and arhitted to a5oyrit care of ulf the Congregitions of the 
2” 4Dioceſan Church, incommon,with the other Presbyters, ©. 4 
'F.64 POVOHN: /hs If any Reader think I have got ſpun an eyen'thread in my ſuppoſit- 
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record evince that it is very probable to have been in that particular, 
as I haye ſuppoſed. | 

And thus | have as well as I can dcrived the proceedings in theEc- 
cleſialtical order,till the diſtinction of Pariſhes and Patronage came in, 
But I ſhall not (top here,but adventure to bring down my diſcourſe 
near to our times ; which that I may effect, I mult alittle go about as 
the neareſt way to my intended mark. 


| 


CHAP. V. 
Of the Original of Impropriations, and Vicaridges. 


Here isno queltion to be made, but that the community of goods 
amonglt the primitive Saints at Feruſalem, was looked upon by 
the Chriltians otherwhere as defervedly iiitable, and eſpecially for 
two reaſons,both that thereby thoſe Saints who were caſt into priſon 
or baniſhment, might have a ready ſupply from the common ſtock, and: 
alſo that thoſe who went abroad to preach the Goſpel might have a 
ſufficient maintenance, And accordingly Euſebius tell us, out of 
Philo of very carly cenobia's or fraternities of Chriſtians living ofa 
common itock in Eyypr: and Mr, Selaen obſerves on geod authority 
that the Biſhop and his Presbyters, did for ſeveral ages live together,at 
the ſame Minſter, or Monaſtery, vpon the contributions of the faithful 
eelled&-at the ſeveral Oratories within the Dioceſſe,and that no Presby- 
ters officiating at any Oratory, did aſſume the contributions thither 
brought as his own portion, but brought it to the Biſhop as part of 
the common ſtocks and treaſury of the whole Clergy of the Diocefle. 
And after ſome time, ſuperitition (which uſually racks Religion ſo 
high, under pretences of defzcating and clearing it, that the wine turns 
to. Vinegar.) brought up new Guilds and combinations of Cenobites, 
new Brotherhoods, and Siſter-hoods,of perſons, who ſeparated and 
ſequeſtred themſelves from the common Socicty and imployments of Q 
other Chriſtians,vpon pretence of a more conſtant attendance on reli- ** k — = 
gious worlhip,,and to the practice of ſeeming auſterities,in humility <= 
and neglecting of the body : and on that account they affeted and ob- 
tained the name of Re/zgroſe, the ___ or the Profeſſing people, 
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And theſe Monaſticks ſoon prevailed ſo upon the good opinion of 
ſome deyout Princes and Nobles,: that large Convents and Magnificent 
buildings and great revenues, were provided for theſe Fraternities and 
Silterhoods, 

But the chicf advance that this ſort of perſons mace in reputation, 
was effected by the report catt abroad by themſcives,of the itrange and 
unuſuall Faſtings,and Raptures,of ſome Enthuſiaſts amongit them, 

Though if Travellers and Hiltorians deceive us not, the Idolatrous 
Brachmanni among(t the Heathen-Indians, and ſome of the Orders of 
the Mahumetan Monalticks, amongit the Turks and Perſians,come not 
at all behind any of the pretenſions cf Fryars or Nuns, for Aulterities 
and illuminations ſaid to be given in thereupon : to be ſure ſome of our 
Quakers at home (if they be not of their ofspring alſo) do in both 
pretences out pitch mo!'t of them half a Bar length ; but to return. 

An opinion was ſoon raiſed in the world,that theOriſons and Maſſes, 
of thoſe rccluſes and Allumbrado's, were more meritorious and of 
more prevalent interceſſion, than the Petitions and prayers of any o- 
other Perſons (praying even for themſelves): andafter ſome time (as 
ſuperſtition arrived nearer to its Meridian) came up ſome Enthuſftaits, 
of a maſtering genius, who upon their own gathered Congregations 
of Wonalticks, did impoſe not onely the Vow of willful poverty (even 
upon them,to whom the world was not crucified ;)and of ſingle life(even 
upon them, to whom the fleſh was not mortified)) but alſo a particular 
rule of their own, ſor habit, diet, &c, Thus came up the Orders of 
the He---- and Shee---- Benediftins, Franciſcans, Gilbertines, &Cc, 
and the ſingularity of their garb and veſtments, gave them the more 
eſteem with the multitude, who knew not how to diſcern the Fox from 
the Lambs-skin, which he ware. 

After ſome time Biſhops, yea Popes came to be chofen out of theſe 
Orders of Monks, who therefore favouring them, cauſed the marryed 
Clergy to be turned out of their Monalteries and Benefices alſo, and 
ſcated Monkes in their places : one of the molt eminent ſticklers for the 
Monks in England againſt the married Clergy, was- Dunſtan Arch- 
Biſhop of Canterbury, in the Reign of King Edgar,about the year 963. 
whois ſamous in ſtory for the death of many of the married Clergy,and 
for other feates : but the madneſs ſtayed not here; for theſe ſubtle 
Monalticks, taking the advantage of the now ſctled Lay-patronage, 
wrought upon many of the Patrons, to conferre the right of preſenting 
a Clerk upon their Covents; to whom the Popes and Biſhops by their 
Bulls, indulged the retaining the great Tithes, the Glebe, and Manſe, 
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tothe uſe of their own Monaſteries,and Abbies,obliging them only to 
preſent to the Biſhop of the Dioceſle a Presbyter, ame to officiate in 
the Pariſh Church under the name of a Y:car,as deputed by the Mona- 
flery : to whom, was aſſigned the ſmall Tithes,and a little houſe built 
ſomewhere,upon ſome little patch of the Glebe, and fome cuttomary 
dues and oblations, as his d:wexſinm or maintenance. And thus it came 
to paſle, that corporations of Fryars and Nuns, becamenot only Pa- 
trons of Livings, but Appropriatoursalſo of the cheif of the Tithes, 
| And upon the diſſolution of Abbies and Monaſteries by King Henry 
, the 8th. thoſe great Tithes, Manſe and Glebe (ſound inthe occupation 
of the Monalterics or Abbics) with the right of nomivating a Vicar 
was by that King Seized on ; and beſtowed upon ſuch of the Nobility 
and Gentry as he pleaſed to gratifie with them; whence came up the 
order of Lay-parſons or Impropriatours amongſt us. 
| And as many Lay-Patrons,had conferred their right of preſentation 
| upon Covents, { alſo did the Biſhops do with many of the Benefices, 
ro which themſelves had retained a right to preſent. 

And many other of the Bencfices in their donation the Bithops ſetled 
on their Prebendaries, or the Clergy reſident in the Cathedral City : 
which Prebendaries (as Dr. Hacker the late Lord Biſhop of Litchfield 
ſaid, in his eloquent ſpeech before the houſe of Commons 1641.) in 


their ancient and genuine uſe, were the Senatus Epiſcops or ſtanding | 
q Council of the Biithop, For they were to be reſident in the Cathedral 4 1. 
City*and to be Miniſters of the Churches thereof : and as that learned* <2”*/ 7 
y Biſkop aſſerts They were (beſides their officiating at their particular 


Cures)to keep up in theCathedral Church LESNEES on the "ow. on; 

and to this (ſaith he) they were obliged, by the Local ſtatutes of mo 

ot parka England. es o cou? = 238 o PAC ante 0 of ali her - CM 
But ro augment the Grandeur of theſe Prebendaries,many Parochial Fa wont 
Churches inthe Countries, were appropriated to them, not as their 7@,s 0 
particular Cures but for their Temporal beneht, they (as the Covents) 
having power to receive the great Tithes as Appropriatours, or to leaſe 
them,as part of the Corps of their Prebend, the ſmall Tithes being ſect- 
Icd for maintenance of Vicars m the ſcveral Pariſhes. 

And by theſe ſteps (as far asI can gather) came things in the Church 
to the ſtate they arenow in. 

But now good ſecular Laws have ſo fixed the Parochial rights, that 
neither Biſhop,nor Patron,fingly,or jointly,can fink aReCtory , or Parſo- 
nage into a Vicaridge ; which is indeed a tenure diſtinct from the 0- 
ther in point of Temporal Emolument ; but not at all as to Paſtoral 
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power and duty in the overſight of their flockes. 

I am not ignorant that ſome Perſons will take advantage from the 
intimations of this chapter, to urge, that if Patronage came tnonly on 
the account of conferring Manſe and Glebe, and that the ſame Manſe 
and Glebe, and Tithes alſo ( the gift of Kinos made acceſſory to that of 
Subjcits) were after ſetled, with the conſent of Pope and Biſhops by 
Lay-Patrons on Monaſieries and Abbies, at the diſſolution of them 
were giy:n by King Henry the cighth to Lay-Parſons, wbo ſtill retain 
the Manſe and Glebe to themſelves ;, that there ts no equity in the World 
that any ſuch Impropriatoxr, ſhould have right of nomination of a Clerk. 
toaVicaridge. ; 

I mult confeſle the argument is ſtronger than I can anſwer, any other 
ways than by alledging,that cuſtom and Lawhave confirmed the right 
of advowſon, to Vicaridges as wellas to ReCctories : for the equity of 
the Patrons retaining it,viderit ipſi, But if the Law upon this equitable 
conſideration thould give the right of election of their own Mintters to 
the Pariſhioners, where Vicaridges do obtain (which are generally in 
Market-Towns, Corporations and Citics for ſo the fubtlcty of the 
Romaniſts contrived in their miſtery of iniquity, that by getting the 
Impropriations of the Livings of great and populous places, they 
might ſubſtitute a weak ſupply of Vicars, and keep the People in'tgriv- 
rance, and then they had lefle fear of knowledge prevailing in Countrey 
Pardhes)-1f I fay the Law ſaw fit to ſettle that right on the people, or 
for-fear of popular tumults, to ſettle the right of preſenting to all Vi- 
caridpes on the-two Univerſities, Cambridge and Oxford, that however 
it:hould be both equitable,and neceflary,that the people ſhould provide 
a bettermaintenancefor the Vicars,by ſubmitting atleaſt to the aſſeſſing 
the Rents of their houſes after the cuſtom of London, as was once 
coftrived in the time'of King Edward the ſixth, but this I leave to my 
Superiourg. | 
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CHAP. VI. 
of Simony and Simonaical contrads. 


WMIF Selden page $6;.a5 we: obſerved before, ſaith; that nothing at - 
V 1-chis day paſſeth out of the Patron or Veſts inthe Incumbent in point - 
of antereſt, the Preſentation being. onely 45 4 nomination;' Ra as | 
an 


| —:. . ..< 
4nd poſſeſſion, being had immediately from the Atts of the Biſhop and 
heb Dedody And yet it is no breach of good manners to ſuppoſe, 
that this Honorary truſt (for it is no more) hath been heretofore abuſed, 
and may be ſtill, if good laws preventnot ; which as they have for- 
merly endeavoured, fol hope there will be new ones made to cut of 
thoſe new cheates and eluſion; of the Law, invented'by ſome Simonilts, 
who are ready to plead againſt the voice of both Law and Hiſtory, and 
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power and duty in the overſight of their flockes. 

I am not ignorant that ſome Perſons will take advantage from the 
intimations of this chapter, to urge, that if Patronage came inonly on 
the account of conferring Manſe and Glebe, and that the ſame Manſe 
and Glebe, and Tithes 4/ſo ( the vift of Kinss made acceſſory to that of 
Subjects) were after ſetled, with the conſent of Pope and Biſhops by 
Lay-Putrons on AMonaſieries and Abbies, at the diſſolution of them 
were 079,1u by King Henry rhe eighth to Lay- Parſons, who ſtill retain 
the Manſe ard Glee to theraſelves ;, that therets no equity in the World 
that any ſuch Impropriatoxr, ſhould have right of nommation of a Clerk 
toaVVicariage, 

| mult confeſle the argument is itronger than I can anſwer, any other 
ways than by alledging,thzt cuſlom and Law have confirmed the right 
| of advowſon, to Vicaridges as wellas to ReCtories : for the equity of 
| the Patrons retaining it,viderint ipſi, But if the Law upon this equitable 

conſideration thould give the right of election of their own Mini ters to 
| the Pariſhioners, where Vicaridges do obtain (which are generally in 
Market-Towns, Corporations and Cities for fo the ſultlcty of rhe 
Romaniſts contrived in their miltery of iniquity, that by getting tie 
Impropriations of the Livings of great and populous places, they 
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| ; might ſubilitute a weak ſupply of Vicars, and keep the People in igno- 
| rance, and then they had leſle fear of knowledge prevailing in Countrey 
| Pariſhes)-If I ſay the Law ſaw fit to ſettle that right on the people, or 


for fear of popular tumults, to ſettle the right of preſcnting to all Vi- 
caridges on the two Univerſities, Cambridge and Oxford, that however 
it ſhould be both cquitable,and neceflary,that the people ſhould provide 
a better maintenance for the Vicars,by ſubmitting at leaſt to the aſſeſſing 
the Rents of their houſes after the cuſtom of London, as was once 


contrived in the time of King Edward the ſixth, but this I leave to my. 
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Of Simony and Simonaical contradts. 


M R. Selden page 86, as we- obſerved before, ſaith; that nothing at 
1V 1 this day paſſeth out of the Patronor Veſts tnthe Incumbent in point 
of intereſt, the Preſentation bein?. onely as a nomination, andthe intere3F 
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and poſſeſſion, being had immediately from the Ails of the Biſhop and 
Arch- Deacon : And yet it is no breach of good manners to ſuppoſe, 
that this Honorary truſt (for it is no more) hath been heretofore abuſed, 
and may be ſtill, if pood laws preventnot ; which as they have ſor- 
merly endeavoured, ſol hope there will be new ones made tocut of 
thoſe new cheates and eluſion; of the Law, invented by ſome Simonitts, 
who arc ready to plead apainit the voice of both Law and Hiſtory, and 
apain't tic lamentations of the ſoules of the People, and the rebukes of 
tneir own baffled Conſciences, That all the Patrimony of the Church 
was once their AnceStors, and therfore though their Fathers have let 
them 00, why ſhould not they (their Children) Geharzi like, run after 
them, and take ſomething of them - if there ſuppoſition was true, yet 
ſeci is their Anceltors pave itaway,to the maintenance of the Evangeli- 
cal Miniſtry, and that with a curſe, and execration upon thoſe, who 
ſhould invade, alienate, or impropriate the ſame, or any part of it, 
they may not re-aſſume it, or any part 6f it lawfully, no nor ſafety ; 
for the curſe hath already entred into th2 Houſes of many Simonitts 
and conſumed them with the Storics and Timber, But their prerence 
is falſe and groundlefſe, For to Kings only doth the Church owe the 
Donation of Tithes,and the building of the moſt and fairclt Oratories : 
itis indeed withal humble thanktulneſs acknowledged, that to pious 
Patrons,the Cicrgy owes the donation of Manſe and Glebe; butit is 
juſtly queitioned whether any Simoniit can truely plead, that he hath 
one drop of the blood of thoſe pious and Holy men running 1n his veins; 
he coming to his title, it may be ſome other way, than by ſo honorable 
a diflent : ſor whereas the firſt Patrons were generally Lords of the 
faireſt part of the Pariſhes, where they preſented, and lived in the Pa- 
riſhes themſelves, now in many places they are Patrons, who have not 
one foot of Lard in the Pariſh, to which they preſent, and amongſt 
men of this character,molt miſca1 riages in point of Simoniacal contracts 
arc obſerved. F | 

I will not inſtance in'the various wayes, that Thave heard of, how 
Simonittsillude the Law, and for gain preſent Perſons grolly vitious.or 
1gnorant: but that which the preſent age may'glory in, as the produtt 
of its own more fruitful invention are the Bonds for reſignation, the e- 
vils cffets whereof,are like to multiply from year to year : for ſuppoſe 
a Patron hath taken bonds of exceſſive large penalties obliging the 
perſon preſented to-reſgn at fis or three months warning, may not 
then the Clerk immediately aftcr Inſtitution and InduiCtion have warn- 
ing given him to reign, unlcile he will give new bonds to pay to a a4 
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piſh Preiſt or other Catholick Recuſants, not of Communion with the 
Church of Erglana,a yearly annuity,amounting tothe moiety or more, 
of the revenue of his Living ? and though I put this only as poſſible 
and ſpeak cautiouſly, yet let no man think other, but that I preſent 
this tothe thoughts of thoſe in Authority as an occaſion both for inquiry 
after,and prevention of, ſuch abuſes. And amonglt the reit its worth 
enquiry, whether or no ſome, whoſe Wives at leaſt are of the red 
letter,have not preſented vitious and ignorant Clerks,that thereby the 
cmiſſaries of Rome may have both more of opportunity and argument to 
debauch and pervert mott of the Pariſhioners, whillt thoſe dumb dogs 
darenot ſo much as bark,or give other ſ1gnal,that the Wolves arc broak 
into the fold, becauſe the muzzle of reſ1ignation-bonds, are faſtned upon 
their jawes. 

Other reſignation-mongers it may be, directly make a gfin to them- 
ſelves; for after the Simoniacal Incumbent hath ralted the ſweetneſs of 
his income by one or two Crops, and got fome credit with his rich 
Neighbours. He hath warning given him to reſign at ſuch a day (which 
ſhall fall out juFt before his Harveſt 1s tobe gathered, or elſe ro buyin 
his bonds, at the rate of all the profits he hath reaped, and all the money he 
can be credited for, beſides new bonds to pay additional ſumms afterwards, 
ro the Patron or bu Aſſigns. | 

So that I think we may freelypronounce, that this Invention of bonds 
for reſignation, as it is uſcd by ſome Simonilts, is one of the moſt 
effeual ſtratagems that Satan ever found out for the debauching the 
Conſciences of Patrons, and imbaſing the Spirits of Clergy men, and 
ruining the ſouls of both Patron, Clerk and people. 

Itiscaſie to imagine how this engine hath been, or may be,made uſe 
of, for other bad purpoſes, as namely to keep fat Rectories from the 
lapſe, till a diſpenſation for nonage can be procured, to make way for 
the preſenting of Young men, who had been fitter to have reſided in 
the Univerſity, and attended Philoſophical LeCtures and Exerciſes, for 
threeor four years longer, than to take upon them the Cure of ſome 
thouſands of Souls. | 

But 1 forbear, not but that I think the odious crimes of ſuch Patrons 
and Clerks are juſtly expoſed to the World, but that I fear to teach 
ill Arts by reproving them, and eſpecially, becauſe I would not offend 
the chaſt Eyes and Ears of thoſe many other moſt Honourable and 


Worthy Patrons, who Jet rerain their integrity; To them therefore I 
humbly addrefſe my ſell. | 
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CHAP. VIL 


An Humole ſupplication, to thepiomss NO BILITY andaGE N- 
TR TY of England. who are intruſted with the Patronage of 
moſt Parochial Churches, That as their Noble hearts deteſt - 
and ſcorn to pervert that truſt themſelves, ſo they would en- 
acavour to prevent the abuſes of it in others. 


Right Honourable and Right Worſhipfut, 


J know you will now not eſteem it adiſparagement to the Bounty of 
your pious Anceſtors,if we thankfully own(as is due theDonation of 
Tithes,only to Soveraign Princes; and Iam far from undervaluing the l1- 
berality of your Noble Progenitors, who beſtowed Manſe &Glebewith 
the permiſſion of pious Princes (to whom alone it belonged to give li- 
berty to their Subjects, to amortiſe any partof what they held of the 
Crown.) For Ijudge, andlI believe,the Clergy generally will acknow- 
ledge the ſame, that the Manſe and Glebe is the molt comfortable and 
ſweetelt part of the Miniſters revenue, it is that which of all other is 
leaſt ſubject to encroachments, and leaſt occaſion of ſuites and quar- 
rels, it 15 under the roofs of the Donation, of your pious Anceltors, 
that we Eat, and Sleep, and Study; it is upon the Lands of their be- 
quelt that we feed our Cattle, and from which many of us reap other 
conſiderable profits; ſo that if the Manſe and Glebe had but been re- 
ſerved to the Vicars in the Appropriations,made to the Covents,and the 
Infcedations made by King Henry the 8th, there would have been but 
few ſcandalous Livings in England, I mean ſuch Livings as an honelt, 
prudent man cannot live upon. 

AsI have thus ſet a juſt Elogium upon your Anceſtours gift, of 
Manſe and Glebe, ſolam ready to contend againlit any perſon in the 
defence of this Truth. That the Nobility and mow of England 7 
whoſe hands the tru$t of Patronage i motly depoſited, are of that un* 
queFtionable Honour and Integrity, that ſo high atruſt cannot with the 
like ſecurity and advantage to the Church be depoſited in the hands of any 
other rank of men amongſt us under his ſacred Majeſty: for to you, 
even to your Wiſdom and piety we owe the ſecuring of the Churches 
Patrimony againlt the Sacrilegious attempts that have been made in this 


age 


| þ 
P 
_* 
: 


* w _ i 7 _- 


(28) 


ape todevour it ; and under your benevolent umbrage, the Loyal ſe- 
queltred Clergy did find ſhelter in th- late ſtorm, yea though many of 
your-ſelves for your loyalty,had ſuttcred the ſame eltraciſme of ſequeſ- 
tration, and Decimation allo, 

| grant that the condition of Pariſhes is much altered in England from 
what they were, when Patronage came in, the Patron then being the 
ſole Lord of all,or moſt part of the Pariſh, of whom all, or mo{t hel 
in ſome ſuch tenure, as that the Lords preſentation was eltcemed in 
value to be the Election, and Preſentation, a1d Teittmonialls of the 
majority of the other Pariſhioners, they being moit of them his Te- 
nants. 

But now there arc in moſt Pariſhes many Freeholders : ſome altoge- 
ther independent of the Patron, others, wo owe nothing to him but 
ſuit and ſervice to his Courts, and ſome cheap ways of acknowledging 
the Royalty of the Mannour in him, but i other regards are as free 
as the Lord of the Mannor ; and it may be of as good eſtatcas he, nay 
in the ſame Pariſh there may be many Mannors,and the Lords of them, 
of as good quality as the Patron. 

Yea many of your ſelves of the Nobility and Gentry have your cheif 
Manſion-houſes, where others of quality,far inferiour to your ſelves, 
claim the right of Patronage. 

For how ordinarily is the next advowſon (yea ſometimes the perpetu- 
al bought by a rich Shooe-maker, Rope-maker,or Ale-draper, who hath a 
Son to preferre, and yet who hath not one foot of Land in the Pariſh, to 
which he hath bought the Preſentation, nor lives w.thin many miles 
ofit ? whereby your-ſclves of the Nobility and Gentry have many 
ceimes a Miniſter impoſed upon you, by ſuch an homely Patron as you 
would not vouchſafe the favour,to commeny a Falconer,or Groom, to 

ou, 
, So that I doubt not but your-ſelves, if you reſpected only your own 
Quality and Station of Honour, would think there ought to be ſome 
other regulation of Patronage, at lealt in ſome places, than at preſent 
there 15. -. 


- But there are, I queſtion not, conſiderations of infinite more value 


. andcogency with you, than bare reſpe&t to your outward quality, 


which wil) excite you to endeavour the {toppage of the pernicious a- 
buſe of Patronage. 


The Souls of your Children and Servants, and Tenents,and your own 
alſo,call aloud upon you to appear againſt it,for who would commit the 
conduct of his own or others ſouls towards heaven, to ſuch an one,as 
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trcd upon that employment by a ſin, which if he repent not of, it will 
certainly carry him to Hell. 

But I hope your picty will inlarge your care further than thoſe fc 
Parithes where you live and are not Patrons, ns 

For (Generous Sirs) doth it not grieve your pious ſouls to obſcrve 
inany place the Sons of El: to be Sonsof Belzal, itrengrthning the hands 
of the wicked by their worſe examp'e, and making men abhorre the 
offering of the Lord ? ſearch and ſce,you may well ſuſpect that moſt of 
that leaven came in by the keys, not of S:mon Peter, but of Simon 
Magus, 

Doth it not raiſe an holy indignation in you, to ol ſerve that ſome of 
them who are ſet to watch over the flock of Carilt, are greedy Dogs, 
looking onely after their gain from their quarter? inquire, will you 
not find they bought their entrance into the Church, and reſolve 
to make the beſt of their P-nniworth ? 

Doth it not vex your righteous ſouls, to hear that ſome betrnſited 
with the Curc of Paggſhes, cag hear blaſphemings and ſee all manner 
of exceſle and filthinels, and oppreſſion practiſed by thoſe on whom 44 
they depend, and their Aſſociates ?*ſearch andit may be you ſhall find/gZ, 46: 
they have a reſignation:gag in their mouthes : do not your very hearts LH >. _ 
bleed (molt noble Chriltians) to ſee many hundreds of ſouls put under zoo — pe 
the pitiful guidance of ſuch an /gnaro as cannot himſelf underitanding- #&a. c lr 
ly anſwer to the molt common queitions of the Catechiſm? alas! it was were 
not it may be in by him, who preſented him, whether he wag apt Ava. Hay 
to teach, but w ce had to give? ——. 

Donot ye (Q ye Sons of Peace and Truth) grieve and lament. to 
ſee ſo many well meaning People, running from the publick Afem- 
blies, through the means of ſucn Paitors as ſcatter the flock and drive 
themaway ? for though therearc many other cauſes of the prevailing 
of ſeparation among us, namely the pride and ovitinacy of lome {c:t- 
ſainted Hypocritcs, and tie ſubtiety of ſome others, who having leſt 


out the knack to marry the name and reputation of being perſecuted, 
with the real acquirements of Wealth and applauſe from the multt- 
tude, and ſome others, yet doTjuilly reckon it 3s the mot pernicious 
wind to ſcatter and divide (and which indeed gives mo.t opportunity, 
and efficacy to all other cauſcs) that ſo many Parochiz; Manitters en- 
tcr not at the.door into the Sheepfold, (though they uſu x Silver key) 

but climb up another way. 
But on the other hand (Moſt Tluſtrious Sirs) if ina Pariſh we finda 
1caincd 
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ape todevour it ; and under your benevolent umbrage, the Loyal ſe- 
queſtred Clergy did find ſhelter in th- late ſtorm, yea though many of 
your-ſelves for your loyalty,had ſuffered the ſame eltraciſme of ſequeſ- 
tration, and Decimation alſo, 

| grant that the condition of Pariſhes is much altered in England from 
what they were, when Patronage came in, the Patron then being the 
ſole Lord of all,or moſt part of the Pariſh, of whom all, or molt h«l4 


* in ſome ſuch tenure, as that the Lords preſentation was eltcemed in 


value to be the Election, and Preſentation, and Teltimonialls of the 
majority of the other Pariſhioners, they being moit of them his Te- 
nants. 

But now there arc in moſt Pariſhes many Freeholders : ſome altoge- 
ther independent of the Patron, others, wio owe nothing to him but 
ſuit and/ſer vice to his' Courts, and ſome cheap ways of acknowledging 
the Rayalty of the'Mannour in him, but in- other regards are as . 
as the Lordof the Mannor; and it may be of as good eſtate as he, nay 
in the ſamic Pariſh there may be many Mannors,and the Lords of them, 
of as good quality as the Patron. 

Yea many of your ſelves of the Nobility and Gentry have your cheif 
Manfion-houſes, where others of quality,far inferiour to your ſelves, 
claim the right of Patronage. | * | 

For how ordinarily is the next advowſon (yea ſometimes the perpetu- 
al )bought by a rich Sbooe-maker, Rope-maker,or Alt-draper,i who hath a 
Son to preferre, and yet who hath not one foot of Land in the Pariſh, to 
which he hath bought the Preſentation, nor lives within many miles 
of it ? whereby your-ſclves of the Nobility and Gentry have many 
cimes a Miniſter impoſed upon you, by ſuch an homely Patron as you 
would not vouchſafe the favour,to commend a Falconer,or Groom, to 

Ou. | | 
, So that I doubt not but your-ſelves, if you reſpeGted only your own 
Quality and Station of Honour, would think there ought to be ſome 
- er regulation of Patronage, at lealt in ſome places, than at preſent 
there 15. þ A 


« But there are, I queſtion not, conſiderations of infinite more value 


. andcogency with you, than bare reſpet to your outward quality, 


which will excite you to endeavour the ſtoppage of the pernicious a- 
buſe of Patronage. 


The Souls of your Children and Servants, and Tenents,and your own 
alſo,call aloud upon you to appear againſt it;for who would commit the 
conduct of his: own or orhers ſouls towards heaven, to ſuchan one,as 
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tred upon that employment by aſin, which if be repent not of, it will 
certainly carry him to Hel]. 
But hope your picty will inlarge your care further than thoſe fc 


Parithes where you live and are not Patrons, = 

For (Generows Sirs) doth it not grieve your pious ſouls to obſerve 
inany place the Sons of El:to be Sonsof Belzal, itrengrthning the hands 
of the wicked by their worſe examp!e, and making men abhorre the 
offering of the Lord ? ſearch and ſce,you may well ſuſpect that moſt of 
that leaven came in by the keys, not of Simon Peter, but of Simor 
Magn. p 

Doth it not raiſe an holy indignation in you, to ot ſerve that ſome of 
them who are ſet to watch over the flock of Carilt, are greedy Dogs, 
looking onely aftzr their gain from their quarter? inquire, will you 
not find they bought their entrance into the Church, and reſolve 
to make the beſt of their P-nniworth ? 

Doth it not vex your righteous ſouls, to hear that ſome betrnſted 
withthe Cure of & os cag hear -blaſphemings and ſee all manner 
of exceſle and filthinels, and oppreſſion practiſed by thoſe on whom 


they depend, and their Aſſociates ?* ſearch and it may be you ſhall find /ZT0 Low 
they have a reſignation*gag in their mouthes : do not your very hearts +5#4x; 1 
bleed (molt noble Chriltians) to ſee many hundreds of ſouls putunder zog — pn 


the pitiful guidance of ſuch an /gnaro as cannot himſelf under{tanding- 
ly anſwer to the H common quettions of the Catechiſm? alas! it was 


not it may be in by him, who preſented him, whether he wa 
to tcach, but w ce had togive? 

Do not ye (O ye Sons of Peace and Truth) grieve and lament. to 
ſee ſo many well meaning People, running from the publick Afem- 
blies, through the means of ſuch Paitors' as ſcatter the flock and drive 
themaway ? for though thereare many other cauſes of the prevailing 
of ſeparation among us, namely the pride and obitinacy of fome ſe:t- 
fainted Hypocrites, and the ſubtlety of ſome others, who having leſt 
the integrity of the humbleand peaceable Non: conformilis, have found 
out the knack to marry the name and reputation of being perſecuted, 
with the real acquirements of Wealth and applauſe from the multi- 
tude, and ſome others, yet do Tjuilly reckon it as the mo't pernicious 
wind to ſcatter anddivide (and which indeed gives mo.t opportunity, 
and efficacy to all other cauſes) that ſo many Parochiai Miniiters en- 
ter not at the.door into the Sheepfold, (though they uſe 2 Silver key) 
but climb up another way, 

But on the other hand (Moſt trons Sirs) if ina Pariſh ys fhnda 
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learned and diligent Paſtor, one who is a burning and ſhining light, 
whoſe whole life in the integrity, humility, kindneſs, compaſhon, in- 
offenſiveneſs, and yet active uſefulneſs of his converſation, preacheth 
out of the Pulpit, as well as his powerful and divine eloquence, doth. 
conſtantly from the Pulpit declare and urge, Repentance towards God 
and Faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; univerſal Charity to all men, 
Brotherly love and condeſcenſion to thoſe, he thinks, deſire to fear 
Gods name, and who upon theſe belt ac.ounts is looked upon by the 
honeſt and ſincere Chriſtians of his Pariſh, as the Chariot and Horſe- 
men of their Iſrael, as the light of their eyes, the Angel of their Church, 
if I ſay we ſee ſuch an one,we can ſoon judge of what ſtamp and Cha- 
xaQer the Patron of that Living is, and can caſily trace his induction to. 
the doors of ſome of you, Noble Lords ani Gentlemen 7 and when we 
obſcrve that even you your ſelves preſenting to theſe Eccleſiaſtical pre- 
ferments, do reſpect and honour for their works ſake, thoſe Minilters 
your ſelves have preferred,and do the more elteem them, becauſe they 
inſtru, exhort, and rebuke with all argon the two-cedp- 
ed ſword pierce even to the dividing aſunder of your own jornts and 
marrow, we can calily ſee that you therefore ſought the Patronage 
which you claim, that you might fill the Churches of Chriſt with 
Paſtors according to. his own-mind, not that you might reckon in the 
roll of your mcaner Yaſſalage the deſpiſed Sons of Levi. 

Go forth therefore (Great Sirs) in this your Might, and you ſhall 
fave Iſracl out of the hands of the Midiamres. to you-it belongs. 
under the Kings molt ſacred Majeſty (as Stars of e influence un- 
der the greater Luminary the Sun) to be nurſing Fathers to Gods 
Church, and to deliver the poor ſtarved, neglected ſouls of thouſands, 
ready to periſh from thoſe Apolluons (the Simoniſts)and their evil-An- 
gells, the ſons of Perdition, But in this my jult invective againſt Si- 
mony, I am far from ranking under the odious name thereof, the juſt 
retributions of obſervanceand ſervice, which the thankfull and- pious 
Clergy pay to their generous Patrons, who have freely preſented them: 
without any intuitionof gain or Grandeur, and who with a fingle eye 
therein have deſigned the ſervice of God and his Church, 

By ſome Canons itis provided, that if the Patron. fall into want he 
ſhould be maintained (as a Father ). by the Clerk, whom he had: 
advocated: Judge Dodridge mentions theſe under the title of utility of 
Patronage, but rejects them as of noforce in England... And indeed it 
would be ſome diſparagement to the ingenuity, and tenderneſsof the - 
Engliſh. Clergy, if they ſhould. ſtand in.need. of a Law or Canon to. 
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compel to ſo due gratitude, as is this, to ſerve their Patrons and their * 
Honourable and worthy Families,not only with all their Eſtstes, if 
their Patrons ſhould be in neceſſity, (which I hope anJ pray, that the 
infinitely Gracious and Bountiful God will prevent, by crowning their 
Cups full with his liberal bleſſings alwayes,) but they muſt be ready 
in the ſerviceof their Patrons, if there be jult occaſion for it, to ingage 
all their abilities of Body and Mind, andall other acquircd intereits and 
advantages. 
; One thing more I muſt affoil and clear the deſign of theſe Papers 
rom, 

And that is this, 

Though I have with freedom repreſented the miſchiefs which (it 
may be have) to be ſure may iſſue from reſignation-bonds, yet I mult 
except from the malignity (for all Muſhrooms are not poiſon) thoſe. 
bonds for reſignation, which ſome pious and careful Patrons take of | 
their Clerks, making no other condition of the bonds) But that if the 
Clerk accept of another benefice, or reſide not upon his living, that 
then (though he be qualified by his acquired dependence upon ſome No- . 
bleman, for p'uralitics, or non-reſidence ) however he ſhall reſign 
within three Months aſter his induCtion into a ſecond Bencfice. 

I grant that ſuch bonds are of benigne Influence for the good of the 
Church, and for the quicting the reſtlefſe ambition, and Covetouſneſſe 
of ſome Clergy men. 

And now give me leave ( Right Honourable and Right Worſhipful)) 
to preſent to your pious conſiderations, 'an expedient or two, to pre- 
vcnt the abuſeof the truſt of Patronage in others of meaner ſpirits and 
piety than your ſelves, which expedients yet will not as I have laid 
them down, in the leaſt detriment your free exerciſe, of your right of 
Advowſon. | NP 

And I only venture at-the propoſal uf them, thereby to ſet the 
thoughts of your ſelves and otker worthy Patriots, to contrive other 
more effectual preventions of Simony, 

You may pleaſe to obſerve that in my traduction of Patronage, I 


do not found it upon the ruines of the priviledge of pzrticular Con- 


oregations, to.cle their own Miniſters. For it doth not appear to 
me, that there were any particular Congregation*®, thc Cure of ſingle 
Paſtors till Patronage camein, And that in the S:ripture, or Primi 
tive times-( whilſt the Churches continucd Dioceſan (and not conteld 
into diſtinct and fingle Congregations) the People of the Dioceſle did 
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learned and diligent Paſtor, one who is a burning and ſhining light, 
whoſe whole life in the integrity, humility, kindneſs, compaſhon, in- 
offenſiveneſs, and yet active uſefulneſs of his converſation, preacheth 
out of the Pulpit, as well as his powerful and divine eloquence, doth 
conltantly from the Pulp.t declare and urge, Repentance towards God 
and Faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; univerſal Charity to all men, 
Brotherly love and condeſcenſion to thole, he thinks, deſire to fear 
Gods name, and who upon theſe belt ac.ounts is looked upon by the 
honeſt and ſincere Chriltians of his Pariſh, as the Chariot and Horſe- 
men of their Iſrael, as the light of their eyes, the Angel of their Church, 
if I ay we ſee ſuch an one,we can ſoon judge of what ſtamp and Cha- 
racer the Patron of that Living is, and can caſlily trace his induction to 
the doors of ſome of you, Noble Lords ani Gentlemen J and when we 
obſcrve that even you your ſelves preſenting to theſe Eccleſiaſtical pre- 
ferments, do reſpect and honour for their works ſake, thoſe Minilters 
your ſelves have preferred,and do the more elteem them, becauſe they 
inſtru, exhort, and rebuke withall "ogy though the two-cdp- 
ed ſword pierce even to the dividing aſunder of your own jornts and 
marrow, we can cahily ſee that you therefore ſought the Patronage 
which you claim, that you might fill the Churches of Chriſt with 
Paſtors according to his own mind, not that you might reckon in the 
roll of your mcaner Yaſſalage the deſpiſed Sons of Levi. 

Go forth therefore (Great S'irs) in this your Might, and you ſhall 
ſave [ſracl out of the hands of the 1:dianires. to you it belongs 
under the Kings molt ſacred Majeſty (as Stars of e influence un- 
der the greater Luminary the Sun) to be nurſing Fathers to Gods 
Church, and to deliver the poor {tarved, neglected ſouls 'of thouſands, 
ready to periſh from thoſe Apolluons (the Simonilts and their evil-An- 
gells, the ſons of Perdition. But in this my juſt invective againſt Si- 


mony, I am far from ranking under the odious name thereof, the juſt 


rctributions of obſervance and ſervice, which the thankfull and- pious 


Clergy pay to their generous Patrons,who have freely preſented them: 


without any intuition of gain or Grandeur, and who with a fingle eyc 
therein have deſigned the ſervice of God and his Church. 

By ſome Canons itis provided, that if the Patron fall into want he 
ſhould be maintained (as a Father) by the Clerk, whom he had 
advocated:: Judge Dodridge mentions theſe under the title of utility of 
Patronage, but rejects them as of no force in England.. .And indeed it 
would be ſome diſparagement to the ingenuity, and tenderneſs of the 


Engliſh Clergy, if ney ſhould ſtand in need. of a Law or Canon to. 
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compel to ſo due gratitude, as is this, to ſcrve their Patrons and their * 
Honourable and worthy Families,not only with all their Eſtztes, if 
their Patrons ſhould bein neceſſity, (which I hope anJ pray, that the 
infinitely Gracious and Bountiful God will prevent, by crowning their 
Cups full with his liberal bleſſings alwayes,) but they muſt be ready 
in the ſervice of their Patrons, if there be jult occaſion for it, to ingage 
all their abilities of Body and Mind, andall other acquircd intereits and 
advantapes. 

One thing more I mult afſoil and clear the deſign of theſe Papers 
rom, 

And that is this, 


Though I have with freedom repreſented the miſchiefs which (it 
may be have) to be ſure may iſſue from reſignation-bonds, yet I mult 
Except from the malignity (for all Muſhrooms are not poiſon) thoſe 
bonds for reſignation, which ſome pious and careful Patrons take of 
their Clerks, making no other condition of the bonds) But that if the 
Clerk accept of another benefice, or reſide not upon his living, that 
then (though he be qualified by his acquired dependence upon ſome No- 
bleman, for p'uralitics, or non-reſidence ) however he ſhall reſign 
within three Months aſter his induction into a ſecond Bencfice. 

I grant that ſuch bonds are of benigne Influence for the good of the 
Church, and for the quicting the reltlefle ambition, and Covetouſneſſe 
of ſome Clergy men. 

And now give me leave ( Right Honourable and Right Worſhipful) 
to preſent to your pious conſiderations, 'an expedient or two, to Ppre- 
vcnt the abuſeof the truſt of Patronage in others of mcancr ſpirits and 
piety than your ſelves, which expedients yet will not as I have laid 
them down, in the leaſt detriment your free exerciſe, of your right of 
Advowſon. 

And ITonly venture at the propoſal of them, thereby to ſect the 
thoughts of your ſelves and otker worthy Patriots, to contrive other 
more effectual preventions of Simony. 

You may pleaſe to obſerve that in my traduction of Patronape, I 
do-not found it upon the ruines of the priviledge of particular Con- 
eregations, to .clect their own Miniſters. For it doth not appear to 
me, that there were any particular Congregation*, thc Cure of ſing!e 
Paſtors till Patronage came in, And taat in the Szripture, or Primi- 
tive times ( whilſt the Churches continucd Diocclan (and not c:nteld 
into diſtin and ſingle Congregations) the Pcople cf the Dioceſſe did 
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chuſc their own Presbyters, who with, and under the Biſhop were to 
watch over their ſouls, is more than I think can be proved from 
Scripture or Primitive Hiltory. 

| find indecd that till the Council of Zaodicea, about the year 364. 
the People joined with the Presbyters of their D.oceſan Church, and 
with the neighbouring Biikops of thz Province, whercin their Dioceſs 
was, in the ElcCtion of their own Biſhop ; as appears from St Cyprian 
Epiſtle 68. Butby the 13th, Canon o! that Council of Laodicea,popu- 
lar Elections were taken away, becauſe of the tumults and outrages oft 
attendant on them, 

| thall read ly grant, th:t when any perſon was ordiined Presby- 
ter in any of the Churches, whilit they continued intircly Dioceſan, 
he was in all likelinood to have the Teltimonia!s of the brethren. Na 
even T:zmothy,wacn St, Pault5ork him in only as an Acoluthilt, As 16. 
2, toattend him in his diſcharge of his Apoltle(ſhip, ecag]» perm ao of” 
« Nazzy he had Te'timonials of the brethren, or brought befare the 
Brethren, for ſo war may ſignihe. 

And [ ſhall no lefſe readily grant, that inthe Dioceſan Churches the 
Presbyters were ordained in the preſence.of that Church ( or of a c6n- 
ſiderable number of the members of it) to which they pertained, 

But this is not neceſſary therefore to be obſerved in the Ordination 
of Presbyters, betruſted ſingly, with fingle Congregations, though it 
1s very coavenient, 

Thoſe ordained amongit us, asI humbly conceive, are Ordained 
as Evangelits at large, and areafter inititutediato the Cures to which 
Patrons do advocate them, as the particular Paſtors of them. 

I do grant that at the fir{t riſe of Patronige, the Ordination and In- 
ſticution of Pariſh Presbyters went togethcr, according to the form 
mentioned chapter 4th. poſition 13th. ad Ordinem Presbyteratis + ad 
titulum Sanite Marie, QC. 

And it is notorious, that the Canons prohibited Ordination ſine t3- 
zxlo; and it would be no ſmall advantage to the Churchif it was ſoat 
this day,and that ſuch mock-nitles,as are ordinarily given, might not be 
admitted;but then it is to be obſerved, that the perſon preſented, though 
he never was full Prieſt before inſtitution, (being then ordained fo) 
yet he was Clericus one of the Clergy, that is, a LeQtor or Acolu- 
thilt,a Candidate for the Presbyterſhip:and if thus no man might beOr- 
dained Presbyter but he who was Ordained to a Cure,and withal might 
berequircd to bringa Teftimonial from that very People, the Cureof 
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whom he was to take upon him; this courſe would be ſome ſecurity 
apainlt Simoniacal contracts. 

And though | will not be offenſive in a ſtiffe pleading the Peoples 
right of Election of their Parochial Presbyter, yet Ido confidently afſ- 
fert [T bat Simony will never be kept out of the Church, tell the People 
have more to do in the bringing in their own Ainiſter, than at this da 
#5 allowed to them, Which | queſtion not but it may be contrived, 
without the lealt prejudice to the exerciſe of the juit rights of Patrons, 
For would it not bea ſalve for both ſoares, if every Patron may by Law 
be obliged, within one month after the Vacancy of a Benefice, to nomi- 
nate three Probationers for the Living, tothe rural Dean.and the other 
Al:iniHers of that Deanery, wherin the vacant Living ts ;,, and that thoſe 
Cleroy men of the Deanery be obliged, dilivently and faithfully to inquire 
into the abilities and aue qualifications of the Perſons nominated, and if 
no juſt exception can be made and proved againi#t them, that then the 
Clergy of the Deanery ſhou.!d within one month more commend them to the 
Pariſhioners, that they alſo may inquire into the merites of the Candi- 
dates : andafter one month more reſerved tothe People for ſuch inquiry, 
that they ſhould repreſent back to the Patron, by their humble Petition and 
Teftimomials,two of the Perſons named to them:declaring,their readineſs to 
fit down under the Miniſtry of either of them, leaving it to the Patron to, 
preſent to the Biſhop of the Dioceſſe which of thoſe twa he pleaſeth. 

But if the firlt three nominated by the Patron be all, or ſome of them 
found perſons not fit to take up5n them the Cure of Souls,that then he 
ſhall nominatea new, within one Month after notice from the Clergy 
of the Deanery,to fill up the triumvifate of the Candidates, with wor- 
thy and eligible Perſons. And upoi his negleQ therein, that then it 
may be lawful for one of the two famous Univerſities, Cambridge and 
Oxford (according to the diltinction of their Provinces, for preſenting 
to the Livings whoſe Patrons are Recuſants convia) to nominate, 
(within one Moth after notice from the rural Dean and his Compreſ.- 
byters) one or more, as Candidates for the Benehce, to paſle the ap- 
probation of the Clergy, of the Deanery, and alſo of the Pariſhioners ; 
who are tg@preſent to the Patron by their Petition,two, (whether of his 
own or of the Univerſities nomination) one of which, the Patron be 
obliged to preſent tothe Biſhop. 

By this Honourable and pious condeſcenfion, the Patrons will pre- 
ſerve the power of preſenting intire in their own hands, and gratifie 
all the Perſons whom they make Candidates for the Living, and 
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.chuſc their own Presbyters, who with, and under the Biſhop were to 


watch over their ſouls, is more than I think can be proved from 
Scripture or Primitive Hiſtory. 
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lar EleCtions were taken away, becauſe of the tumults and outrapes oft 
attendant on them, | 

| ſhall readily grant, that when any perſon was ordained Presby- 
ter in any of the Churches, Wwhilit they continued intircly Dioceſan, 
he was in all likelihood to have the Teltimonia!s of the brethren. Na 
even Timorthy,when St. Paul took him in only as an Acoluthilt, As 16. 
2, toattend him in his diſcharge of his Apoltleſhip, #wag]vpeim var 
«Nagiy he had Te'ttimonials of the brethren, or brought befare the 
Brethren, for ſo wa» may ſignihe. 

And [ ſhalt no leſſe readily grant, that inthe Dioceſan Churches the 
Presbyters were ordained in the preſence.of that Church ( or of a c6n- 
ſiderable number of the members of it) to which they pertained, 

But this is not neceſſary therefore to be obferved in the Ordination 
of -Presbyters, betruſted ſingly, with ſingle Congregations, though it 
is very convenient. 

Thoſe ordained amongit us, as I humbly conceive, are Ordained 
as Evangeli.ts at large, and areafter in{tituted iato the Cures to which 
Patrons do advocate them, as the particular Paſtors of them. 
 Idogrant that at the firſt riſe of Patronage, the Ordination and In- 
ſticution of Pariſh Presbyters went togethcr, according to the form 
mentioned chapter 4th. poſition'1 3th. ad Ordinem Presbyteratits + ad 
rtitulum Santte Marie, &C. 

And it is notorious, that the Canons prohibited Ordination {ine ti- 
txlo; and it would be no ſmall advantage to the Churchif it was ſoat 
this day,and that ſuch mock-ritles,as are ordinarity given, might not be 
admitted;but then it is to be obſerved, that the perſou preſented, though 
he never was full Prieſt before inſtitution, (being then ordained fo) 
yet he was Clericus one of the Clergy, that is, a Leftor or Acolu- 
thilt,a Candidate for the Presbyterſhip : and if thus no man might beOr- 
dained Presbyter but he who was Ordained to a Cure,and withal might 
be required to bringa Teftimonial from that very People, the Cureof 
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whom he was to take upon him; this courſe would be ſome ſecurity 
againſt Simoniacal contracts. | | 

And though | will not be offenſive in a ſtiffe pleading the Peoples 
right of Election of their Parochal Presbyter, yet Ido confidently aſ- 
fert [That Simony will never be kept out of the Church, tell the People 
have more to do in the bringing in their own Miniſter, than at this day 
#5 allowed to them, Which | queſtion not but it may be-contrived, 
without the lealt prejudice to the exerciſe of the juitrights of Patrons, 
For would it nor bea ſalve for both ſoares, if every Patron may by Law 
be obliged, within one month after the Vacancy of a Benefice, to nomi- 
nate three Probationers for the Living, to the rural Dean,and the other 
AMuniFters of that Deanery, wherin the vacant Living ts ;, and that thoſe 
Clergy men of the Deanery be obliged, diligently and faithfully to inquire 
into the abilities and aue qualifications of the Perſons nominated, and if 
no juſt exception can be made and proved againi#t them, that then the 
Clergy of the Deanery ſhor.!d within one month more commend them to the. 
Pariſhioners, that they alſo may inquire into the merites of the Candi- 
dates : andafter one month more reſerved tothe People for ſuch inquiry,, 
that they ſhould repreſent back to the Patron, by their humble Petition and 
Teftimonials,two of the Perſons, named tothem:declaring,their readineſs to 

t down under the Miniſtry of either of them, leaving it to the Patron ta, 
preſent to the Biſhop of the Dioceſſe which of thoſe twa he pleaſeth. 

But if the firlt three nominated by the Patron be all, or ſome of them 
found perſons not fit to take up5n them the Cure of Souls,that then he 
ſhall nominatea new, within one Month after notice from.the Clergy 
of the Deanery,to fill up the triumvifate of the Candidates, with wor- 
thy and eligible Perſons. And upoi his negleQ therein, that then it 
may be lawful for one of the two famous Univerſities, Cambridge and 
Oxford (according to the diltinCtion of their Provinces, for preſenting 
to the Livings whoſe Patrons are Recuſants convia) to nominate, 
(within one Moath after notice from the rural Dean and. his Compreſ. 
byters) one or more, as Candidates for the Benefice, to paſſe the ap-. 
probation of the Clergy, of the Deanery, and alſo of the Pariſhioners ; 
who are tgpreſent to the Patron by their Petition,two, (whether of his 
ownor of the Univerſities nomination) one of which, the Patron be 
obliged to preſent to the Biſhop. 7 

By this Honourable and pious condeſcenfion, the Patrons will pre- 
ſerve the power of preſenting intire in their own hands, and gratifie 
all the Perſons whom they make Candidates for the Living, and 
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oblige the People to ſerve them and their generous Families on all oc- 
caſions,and will withal prevent the People running out into ſuch FaCti- 
ons and Diviſions,as uſually atterid more free popular Elections. 

And am confident, that allthoſe Honourable Patrons, who by the 
inward ſence of their own Great ani Noble Hearts, have taſted the 
ſweetneſs of doing good and obliging others, will think this propo- 
ſal not much unlike that advice of the old men to King Rehoboam) 
ſerve the People but for one day,Gz they will be your ſervants for ever. 

If any man thinks this proceſſe too much about,let him propound a 
nearer and more effectual courſe, whereby it may be ſecured that the 
Paſtor ſhall enter into the Sheepfold at the door, and not climb up ano- 
, ther way, andall the Parochial Congregations in England will have 
cauſe to thank him. And1am ſo far from thinking my propoſal fit to 
be obtruded on thoſe in Authority, that 1 declare, the fignificancy of 
it tobeonly to anſwer this queſtion [Whether can the Patrons 5 A of 
nomination without danger of Simony, and the Peoples power of Elettion 
without danger of tumults, be at once ſecured] : aud have ſhewed that 
the thing is Fiſible as to both parts of it. 

But if there bea diſlike of this propoſal, I will venture at a ſecond, 
which I am ſure would bring Eccleſiaſtical affairs one ſtep nearer to the 
Patrern of the Primitive Churches, than at preſent they are. 

Let therefore the Clergy of each rural Deanary, be obliged to make 
a yearly contribution propotionably to the value of their reſpective 
Livings,for the maintenance of but one third part ſo many Deacons or 
AceJyths,(Probationers for the Miniſtry as there are Benefices inthe 
Deanery, and let theſe be choſen by the joint vote of the Miniſters of 
the Deanery, reſcrving to the People of the ſeveral Pariſhes, liberty 
to except againit the choice of, any prppoundcd for Acolyths, if they 
can pive in juſt exceptions, gno otheri'be admitted Curates in the 
Deanery, but theſe Acolyths or Deac "fs, who may be as Chaplains in 
Gentlemens houſes within the Deanery, or boarded in the houſes of 
the moſt Icarncd and experienced Miniiters of the Deanery ; till they 
are preferred to the Preilthood or Presbyterſhip, and be igdulged to 
read Divine ſervice,and Preach ſometimes,upon the cellaN abſence 
or ſickneſs of any of the Miniſters. 

Andlet the Miniiter, whoſe Cure any Acolyth ſupplies,be obliged to 
gtve him. a particular allowance,for the time of his ſupply,over &above 
his yearly allowance out of the common contributionsof the Deanery. 

By this means the Nation would be caſed for the future, of all ſuper- 
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numerary---ſine;-- Cures, who, being thrown off by thoſe who'once- 
entertained them as their Curates, have at. preſent no ſubſiltence 
but what Cliandeſtine Marriages or otner worſe arts do furniſh out to 
them, 

Care b:ing thus taken for ſem naries of Miniſters inevery Deanery, 
that then, upon the vacancy of a Benefice, the Patron be not permit- 
ted to wander in his choice, from one end of the Land to the other, (as. 
it isat this day) but be obliged ordinarily to preſcnt, either a Fellow 
ofa Colledge in one of the Univerſities, or one of the Deacons of the 
Deanery whercin the vacant Benefice is ſeated ; aw [til] liberty 
to the Patron to preſent, wit the conſent and approbifton of the Lord 
Biſhop of the Diocelle, any eminently learned and pious, within the 
compaſle of the Dioceſle, or if he deſire to preſent any one Living out 
of the Dioceſe, that he be obliged firſt to obtain the conſent both of 
the Lord Biſhop of the Dioceſle wherein the Perſon lives, and of the 
Lord Biſhop of that oth:r Dioceſſe whether he defires to tranſplant 
him, under both their Epiſcopal Seales. 

As this would much comport with ſome of the laudable cuſtomes of 
Antiquity ſo would it much obſtruct the ſubtle runs of Simony, and 
yet not in the leaſt prejudice the'exerciſe of the jult rights of Patrons. 
If any man1hall laugh at meas an impertinently-buſte Fool, in making 
theſe propoſals, As if the Nobility and Gentry would never upon any 
rermes, be prevailed with tolet go the hold they have got upon the Clergy,. 
to keep them mean and low ſpirited, by their dependence upon them for 
preferment, and.to make gainful advantages to themſelues by their pre- 
ſentations : 

I ſhall return no other anſwer to ſuch an objeftion, but this, That 7 
novy more FHlonourable thoughts of the Engliſh Nobility and Gentry than 
be hath. 

And indeed no man but one of an Envious and malicious temper, can 
ſuſpect, that when both the Nobility and Gentry have dedicated ſome 
of their own Sons to the Miniſtry, (Perſons no leſs emignt for piety 
prudence, and learning, than for birth,) that yet they ſhould cheriſh 
ſo malignant a deſign, as this objector infinuvates, namely to lcave no 
other entrances open to Ecclefiaſtical preferments, but either a door of 
Simony, or a door of Slavery. 

And therefore (Great Sirs) hoping that my folly may provoke tlie 
Wiſdome of ſome others, to ſtudy more effcctual methods for the 
healing our Malady ; I ſhall preſume to make one propoſal- more - | 
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oblige the Peopleto ſerve them and their generous Families on all oc- 
caſions,and will withal prevent the People running out into ſuch FaQti- 
ons and Diviſions,as uſually atterid more free popular Elections. 
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nearer and more effectual courſe, whereby it may be ſecured that the 
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Gentlemens houſes within the Deanery, or boarded in the houſes of 
the moſt-Icarded and experienced Minilters of the Deanery ; till they 
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numerary---ſinez-- Cures, who, being thrown off by thoſe who'once- 
entertained them as their' Curates, have at, preſent no ſubſiſtence 
but what Clandeſtine Marriages or other worſe: arts do farniſh out to 
them. 

Care b:ing thus takenfor ſem'naries of Miniſters in'every Deanery, 
that then, upon the vacancy of a Benefice, the Patron be not permit- 
ted. to wander in his choice, from one end of the Land to the other, (as- 
it is at this day) but be obliged ordinarily to preſent, either a Fellow 
ofa Colledge in one of the Univerſities, or one of the Deacons of the 
Deanery wherein the vacant Benefice is ſeated ; Relopying [till liberty 
to the Patron to preſent, with the confent and approbMton of the Lord 
Biſhop of the Diocelle, any eminently learned and pious, within the 
compaſle of the Dioceſle, orif he deſire to- preſent any one Living out 
of the Dioceſle, that he be obliged firft to obtain the conſent both of 
the Lord Biſhop of the Dioceſle wherein the Perſon lives, and of the 
Lord Biſhop of that oth:r Dioceſſe whether he: defires to tranſplant 
him, under both their Epiſcopal Seales. 

As this would much comport with ſome of the laudable cuſtomes of 
Antiquity ſo would it much obftruct the ſubtle runs of Simony, and 
yet not in the leaſt prejudice the'exerciſe of the jult rights of Patrons. 
If any manthall laugh at meas an impertinently- bufie Fool, in making 
theſe propoſals, As if the Nobility and Gentry would never upon any 
zermes, be prevailed with tolet go the hold they have got upon the Clergy,. 
zo keep them mean and low ſpirited, by their dependence upon them for 
preferment, and.to makes gainful advantages to themſelves by their pre- 
ſentations: 

I ſhall return no other anſwer to ſuch an objeftion, but this, That I 
20 ow” Flonourable thoughts of the Engliſh Nobility and Gentry than- 

e hath. 

And indeed no man but one of an Envious and malicious temper, can. 
ſuſpect, that when both the Nobility and Gentry have dedicated ſome 
of their own Sons to the Miniſtry, (Perſons no leſs emignt for piety 
prudence, and learning, than for birth,) that yet they ſhould cheriſh 
ſo malignant a deſign, as this objector infinuates, namely toleave no 
other entrances open to Ecclefiaſtical preferments, but either a door of 
Simony, or a door of Slavery. 

_ And therefore (Great Sirs) hoping that my folly may provoke the 
Wiſdome of ſome others, to ſtudy more effcctual methods for the 
bealing our Malady ; Lſhall preſume to make one propoſal- more oy 


_” 
«the fame tendency with my former.. on: 

Be pleaſed therefore if nothing more can be obtained in this caſe, at 
leaſt to prevail, that the forfeitureof Preſentatioris made by Simoniacal 
contracts, may upondetection and conviction of the Simony, devolve 
the right of preſenting upon one of the two Univerſities, as it is in the 
caſe of conviction of Recuſancy. 64 il 
. And withal,that the Secretaries or Repiſters,- of the moſt Reverend 
Fathers the Biſhops, be obliged, within ten dayes after the preſentati- 
-on of any Clerk to their Lords,to give notice of the name of the Clerk 
preſcnted to lergy of the Deanery, wherein the Living lyes, and 
-to the PariſhiMers ofthe place; and that twenty dayes (after notice.) 
be allowed to the Clergy of the Deanery, ant the Parifhoners to enter 
their juſt exceptions before the Biſhop, if they can make any againſt 
the Clerk preſented, and be obliged to prove the ſame within one 
Month after their allegation is given in, by ſufficient Teſtimony before 
the Lord Biſhop of the Diocelle. And that no quare Impedit may be 
granted forth, where the Biſhop certifies within three months after the 
preſentation madeto him, the Allegations and proofs againſt the party 
preſented, both into his Majelties Court at Weftminſer, and to the 
Patron. 

And that the ſtatute for the legal capacity of men for Livings, be 
ſcrued up as near as may be, to the Canon of the Scriptures, 

This method alſo, is no way prejudicial to. the exerciſe of the juſt 
rights of Patrons. 

And now right Honourable, and Right Worſhipful, I ſhall not adde 
the leaſt incentive more, tooblige your pious zeal to attempt the pre- 
venting the miſcheivous influences of Simony, to the debauching of 
the Miniitry,and to the expoſing of this once glorious Church of Exg- 
land to the ſcorn and derifion of her Enemies, | 

For I doubt not'but'your zeal for the Glory of God, and for the Ho- 
- nour of your Mother the Church, and for the ſecuring Truth and the 
Purity of the Goſpel among't us, will ingage you to fnuch more, than 
the bare preventionof 'Simony directly leades to. 

And that your Pious zeal may not want yet more matter for the 
employmentofits vigorous and benevolent ardor, give me leave toob- 
ſerve to yov, what many Pious Perſons have oft lamented, as adefect 
amgg(t us, and for which our. Church may jultly. fear that God hath a 
Controverſie with ber. } 1 No 

It is confeſled: by all Exrepe; that ſcarce any: Nation- in the Worn 
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hathſpread her Sails for Traffick further than the Engliſh : and beſides 
that;our forreign plantations near,or vpon, both the African and Ame- 
rican Continents, are ſo many and ſo conveniently ſeated, that no 
Chriſtian Nation hath opportunity of piercing deeper into thoſe valt 
Heatheniſh Inlands than the Engli(h, R 

And yet can weſſfay we haye improved the advantages God hat" put 
into our hands, to his glory, and the propagation of his Goſpel of 
Truth ? have we made ſo much as one ſolemn miſſion of pious and 
learned men (ſetapart for the work, with publick Faſting and Prayer) 
to preach the glad Tidings of Salvation in Jeſus Chri.t, ſo much as to 
thoſe poor ignorant Heatnen and Idolaters that confine upon the Engliſh 
pale? yea, or to the poor Neyroeswhich are detained in cruel ſlavery 
inour own plantations ? I neednot ſay what ſucceſſe we might expect 
upon the ſending forth of ſuch Evangelitts fitted for the work, ifa miſſi- 
on was annually or triennially made *: to be ſure thereby the ſincere 
Truthof the Goſpel (cleared from the ſuperſtitions wherewith the Ro- 
man Miſſionaries prog hy would be ſpread amonglt thoſe who yet ſit 
in darkneſs and in the ſhadow of death, And this courſe would be a 
key to let in the Engliſh Merchant further than ever yet he hath peirced, 
into the knowledge of the Commodities of thoſe valt Inland Countries : 
and ſo Truthand Trade, would mutually make way for one gnother, 
to the juſt glory and advantage of the Engliſh Natlon, 

This 1 confeſs is a project above my.{tock of braines to minage, on- 
ly becauſe of ſome affinity it bears to my preſent ſubject, I could not 
forbear (Great Sirs) the propoſal of it tro your pious conſiderations. 
And your faithful management of the opportunities betruited to you 
for the ſervice of God, and the enlargement of the Kingdome of his 
Son at home and abroad, you may be aſſured, will not only make an 
acceſſion of honours to your ſelves, and your Generous Families, but 


bring in alſo increaſe of Grace and Peace to you from God the Father, 
and from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, Amer. 
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Be pleaſed thereforcif nothing more can be obtained in this caſe, at 
lca(t to prevail, that the forfeitureof Preſentations made by Simoniacal 
contracts, may upon detection and conviction of the Simony, devolve 
the right of preſenting upon one of the two Univerſities, as it is in the 
caſe ot conviction of Recuſancy. | 

And withal,that the Sccretaries or Regiſters, of the moſt Revcrend 
Fathers the Biihops, be obliged, within ten dayes after the preſentati- 
on of any Clerk to their Lords,to give notice of the name of the Clerk 
preſcnted to thg Clergy of the Deanery, wherein the Living lyes, and 
'to the PariſhiMers ofthe place; and that twenty dayes (after notice) 
be allowed to the Clergy of the Deanery, and the Parifhoners to cnter 
their jult exceptions before the Biſhop, if they can make any againſt 
the Clerk preſented, and be obliged to prove the ſame within one 
Month after their allegation is given in, by ſufficient Teitimony before 
the Lord Biſhop of the Diocetle. And that no quare Impedirt may be 
grantcd forth, where the Biſhop certifies within three months after the 
preſentation made to him, the Allegations and proofs againſt the party 
preſcnted, both tato his Majeities Court at Weitminſter, and to the 
Patron. 

And that the ſtatute for the legal capacity of men for Livings, be 
ſcrucd up as near as may be, to the Canon of the Scriptures. 

This method alſo, is no way prejudicial to the exerciſe of the juſt 
rights of Patrons. 

And now right Honourable, and Right Worſhipful, I ſhall not adde 
the lcaſt incentive more, to oblige your pious zeal to attempt the pre- 
venting the miſcheivous influences of Simony, to the debauching of 
the Miniitry,and to the expoſing of this once glorious Church of Exg- 
land to the ſcorn and derifion of her Enemies, 

For I doubt not but your zeal for the Glory of God, and for the Ho- 
nour of your Mother the Church, and for the ſecuring Truth and the 
Purity of the Goſpel among't us, will ingage you to much more, than 
the bare prevention of Simony directly leades to. 

And that your Pious zeal may not want yct more matter forthe 
employmentofits vigorous and benevolent ardor, give me leave toob- 
ſcrve to yov, what many Pious Perſons have oft lamented, as adefect 
amgg(t us, and for which our Church may jultly fear that God hath a 
Controverſie with her, 

It is confelled- by all Emxrepe; that ſcarce any Nation in the Wan 
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hath ſpread her Sails for Traffick further than the Engliſh : and beſides 
that,our forreign plantations near,or upon, both the African and Ame- 
rican Continents, are ſo many and ſo conveniently ſeated, that no 
Chriitian Nation hath opportunity of piercing deeper into thoſe va!t 
Heatheniſh Inlands than rhe Englith, . 

And yet can we ſay we have improved the advantages God hat\ put 
into our hands, to his glory, and the propagation of his Goſpel of 
Truth ? have we made ſo much as one ſolemn miſſion of pious and 
learned men ( ſet apart for the work, with publick Fa{(ting and Prayer) 
to preach the glad Tidings of Salvation in Jeſus Chri.t, ſo much as to 
thoſe poor ignorant Heataen and [dolaters that confine upon the Engliſh 
pale? yea, orto the poor Neproes,which are detained in cruel ſlavery 
inourown plantations ? I need not ſay what ſucceſſe we might expect 
upon the ſending forth of ſuch Evangeliits fitted for the work, ifa miſſi- 
on was annually or triennially made * to be ſure thereby the ſincere 
Truth of the Goſpel (cleared from the ſuperltitions wherewith the Ro- 
man Miſſionaries beclog it) would be ſpread amonglt thoſe who yet fit 
in darkneſs and inthe ſhadow of death, And this courſe would be a 
key to let in the Engliſh Merchant further than ever yet he hath peirced, 
into the knowledge of the Commodities of thoſe valt Inland Countries : 
and ſo Truth and Trade, would mutually make way for one znother, 
to the juſt glory and advantage ofthe Engliſh Nation, 

This I confeſs is a project above my (tock of braines to minage, on- 
ly becauſe of ſome affinity it bears to my preſent ſubjeQ, I could not 
forbear (Great Sirs)) the propoſal of it to your pious conſiderations. 
And your faithful management of the opportunities betruited to you 
for the ſervice of God, and the enlargement of the Kingdome of his 
Son at home and abroad, you may be aſſured, will not only make an 
acceſſion of honours to your ſelves, and your Generous Families, but 


bring in alſo increaſe of Grace and Peace to you from God the Father, 
and from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, Amer. 
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